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Introduction

Avesta, originally a language of the ancient Indo-Iranian stock, is presently the language
of the Zoroastrian texts. Presently, it is not a language for day to day communication, and
hence it is referred to as a ‘dead language.’

This elementary book is meant to help beginners to study the Avestan script, learn the
language and understand its basic texts. It is based on the format of ‘Teach Yourself’
books, with the view that a student may learn the language with a little help from a tutor.
Each chapter is prepared as a separate unit. Most footnotes provide alternative words or
contemporary versions of grammatical terminologies. They are intended for reference and
are not essential to learning the language.

Exercises have been provided at the end of each chapter along with keys to most exercises
at the end of the book. A Question Bank has been provided at the end for evaluation.

The book is modeled on the Avesta grammar notes provided by late Dasturji Dr.
Hormazdyar Kayoji Mirza to his students. The style, content and layout of this book is a
result of the teaching experience during the past several years.

Considering the elementary nature of the book, grammatical rules have been simplified.
Wherever there are multiple options in terminations, only the most frequently used
alternative has been given. This book may be used as a sourcebook for teaching Avestan
script and grammar.

To study Avestan grammar in greater detail one may refer to “A Practical Grammar of the
Avesta language” by Kavasji Edalji Kanga (Bombay, 1891), “An Avesta Grammar in
comparison with Sanskrit” by A.V.Williams Jackson (Stuttgart, 1892), “Avestan
Language I1l. The Grammar of Avestan” by Karl Hoffmann (Encyclopaedia Iranica IlI,
pp.35-44) and An Introduction to Young Avestan by P. O. Skjaervo (Online, 2003).

| am grateful to Mr. Iraj Kabuli for his valuable suggestions towards improving this book.
| hope this book will enable students to familiarize themselves with the Avestan script,
grammar and language.

September 2020.
Ramiyar Parvez Karanjia
Dadar, Mumbai.
ramiyark@gmail.com



|. THE AVESTAN LANGUAGE

A. History and development of Avesta language

Avesta is the oldest extant language of the Indo-Iranian and Indo-European family of
languages. It is the mother of other Iranian languages like Old Persian, Middle Persian,
Kurdish, Pashtu and Ossetic. Avesta heads the Iranian branch of Indo-Iranian language,
just as Vedic Sanskrit is the source for the Indian branch, which has languages like
Hindustani, Bengali and Marathi. The striking similarity between Vedic Sanskrit and
Avestan is on account of their common origin.

The Iranian language family can be traced as follows:

Language Period
Hypothetical proto-Aryan language (now lost) Proto-Aryan
Avesta Peshdad-Kayan
Old Persian Achaemenian
Inscription Pahlavi Ashkanian & early Sasanian
Pahlavi (Middle Persian), Manichaenian, Tokharish etc. | Sasanian
Neo-Persian Post-Sasanian

Other important languages in the Indo-European family are Armenian, Baltic (Lithuanian,
Latvian, Old Prussian), Anatolian (Hittite), Celtic (Gallic, Hispanic, Irish, Scot, Welsh,
Tocharian), Hellenic (Classical Greek, Modern Greek), Germanic (Old Saxon, Modern
German), Norwegian, Icelandic, Italic and Latin.

Account of the Avestan texts

Avestan texts were composed in absolute prehistory when the art of reading and writing
had not yet been adequately developed. They were handed down by oral tradition from
generation to generation since very ancient times.

The Iranian historical traditions regarding the transmission of the Avestan texts are
recorded in the Pahlavi text Dénkard, on the basis of which a succinct account of their
transmission, can be formulated.

According to this tradition, one written copy of the entire Avestan texts, comprising of 21
Nasks (Volumes) was deposited in the royal archives of King Vishtasp. 21 priestly
families were entrusted the task of memorizing one Nask each and thus the Nasks were
orally transmitted from generation to generation. During the Achaemenian times, the
written Avestan texts in the royal archives were destroyed during Alexander’s invasion
and conquest of Iran in 330 B.C. Emperor Vologeses/Valkhash | (51-77 ACE) of the
Parthian/Arshkanian dynasty (250 BC-226 ACE) made an unsuccessful attempt to
regather the 21 Avestan Nasks.

The Sasanian Emperor Artakhshir Papakan (226-241 ACE) instructed his Head Priest
Dastur Tansar (Tosar) to compile a standard edition of the 21 Nasks from the scattered

! Denkard Book 3, last chapter, para 1-8, in Sacred Books of the East, E.W. West, Vol. XXXVII edited by
Max Mueller, Intro p. 30-32.
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Avestan texts. This work was completed under Dastur Adarbad Marespand during the
reign of Emperor Shapur 11 (309-379 ACE).

The Avestan texts were endangered once again when the Arabs invaded and conquered
Iran in 641 ACE. However, they were not completely destroyed. Out of 21 Avestan
Nasks, 20 were in existence till the 9th century. A summary of 19 Nasks, based on their
Pahlavi translations, is found in the VIII and 1X books of the Dénkard. After the 9"
century, most of the Avestan Nasks and their Pahlavi translations have been lost, mainly
due to the large scale massacre and destruction brought about in Iran by the Huns Changiz
Khan and Halagu Khan in the 14" century and later by the Tartar “Timur, The Lame’ in
the 15" century.

The Extant Avestan texts

The extant Avestan texts may be divided as follows:
The Yasna (including the Gathas)

The Visparad

The Vidévdad /Vendidad

The Khordeh Avesta (including the Yashts)
Fragments of some of the lost Nasks."

agrwNOE

Origin of the Avestan script

Though Avestan is the oldest known Iranian language, even pre-dating prophet
Zarathushtra, it had no script of it own and was orally transmitted from generation to
generation. There is a tradition that a copy of the Avestan texts were committed to writing
and deposited in the royal archives during the Kayanian and Achaemenian times.
However, the script used in writing is not known. They may have been written in
primitive indigenous scripts of those times, used for inscribing royal records and edicts.

According to literary and archaeological references, attempts were made to commit
Avestan to writing during the Parthian period, in the script of those times. However, this
attempt was unsuccessful. The Avestan script, as it is used today, was developed in the
Sasanian period during the reign of Shapur I, and modified till the times of Cosroe 11/
Khushru Purviz (590-628 ACE). This script, known as the Din Dabireh “the script for
religious (purposes)”, is the script with which we write the Avestan language today.

Indian and lranian Styles

There is a slight variance in the way some of the letters of the Avestan script were written
by scribes in Iran and India. The Iranian scribes wrote in an ornamental manner with a
greater flourish and curves at the end. The Indian scribes used straight strokes. In this
book the Avestan script of Indian style has been used.

B. The systematic study of Avesta language in India

Avestan studies in India

In India, in the 18th and much of the 19th centuries, the study of Avestan texts was carried
out through the traditional means of translating the texts on the basis of Pahlavi, Modern
Persian and Sanskrit languages, especially since the translations of the Avestan texts were

! Fragments have been preserved in the commentaries given in Pahlavi translations, colophons of
manuscripts, Avesta-Pahlavi Frahang and some Pahlavi works like the Nerangestan.
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available in these languages. Trnaslators of Avestan and Pahlavi like Dastur Edulji
Sanjana, Dasturji Erachji Sorabji Meherji Rana, Dastur Mullan Firoze and Dastur
Aspandiarji Rabadi belonged to this traditional school.

Anquetil du Perron

A French linguist, Abraham Hyacinthe Anquetil du Perron from Paris, found fragments of
the Avesta, and decided to learn more about the language. In 1758, he traveled to India
with the British East India Company. His search for a tutor led him to Surat to a
Zoroastrian priest Dastur Darab Kumana (colloquially known as Da’d Daru Kumana),
where he stayed till 1761. Kumana instructed Anquetil into the rudiments of Avesta
language with the aid of Pahlavi, Persian and Sanskrit languages.

In 1771, Anquetil du Perron published in France, amidst much critical acclaim, the first
systematic translation of the Avesta, called the Zend-Avesta, which included the surviving
texts, with ritual instructions and personal observations on the customs and rituals of the
Parsis, as well as a translation of the Pahlavi Bundahishn. These translations opened the
way for scholarly research on the Avestan language and Zoroastrian religion in Europe.

In Europe, the Avestan grammar was re-constructed with the help of Sanskrit grammar.
That is the reason we see several Sanskrit terms, like guna, sandhi and vrddhi, in the
Avestan grammar

Mr. K.R.Cama

Mr.Khurshedji Rustamji Cama (1831-1909), a noted oriental scholar, social reformer and
educationist, went to Europe between 1855 and 1859, where he studied the systematic,
scientific and philological study of Avesta language and the application of grammatical
rules and philology to the study of ancient Iranian languages, under eminent orientalists
like Professor Julius von Mohl in France and Professors Jules Oppert and Dr. Friedreich
Spiegel in Germany.

After returning from Europe, Mr. K.R.Cama introduced the systematic and scientific study
of Avesta language in India. In 1861, he started a private class at his residence in Fort to
teach Avesta & Pahlavi languages in a scientific manner to a small group comprising
mainly of Parsi priests.

His first batch of students reads like an Indian Who's Who of Indo-Iranian philology in the
last century. They are: Ervad Tehmurasp Dinshaji Anklesaria, Ervad Edulji Kersasji
Antia, Ervad Sheriarji Dadabhai Bharucha, Ervad Kavasji Edulji Kanga, Ervad Khurshedji
Minocherji Kateli and Ervad Jamshedji Dadabhai Nadirshah.

Among the students of K.R.Cama, contribution to the study of Avestan language was
made especially by Ervad Kavasji Kanga and to a lesser extent by Er. Sheriyarji
Bharucha. The rest of the scholars specialized in Pahlavi, Pazand and Persian studies.

The Mullan Feroz & Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Madressas

In 1854, the Mullan Feroz Madressa was started to teach Iranian languages. Education
was imparted in the traditional manner without emphasis on philology. Sir Jamsetjee
Jeejeebhoy Zarthosti Madressa was started on 4th March 1863 to help the studies of Indo-
Iranian languages, especially Zend (Avesta), Pahlavi, Sanskrit and Persian with Western
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scientific method, over and above the traditional method. Since the last one and a half
centuries, these two Institutes have been imparting Indo-Iranian studies in India. In 1963,
these two Madressas merged into one Institute, which is still functional.

C. Distinguishing features of the Avestan script

1) The Avestan script is written from right to left.

2) The direction of writing and relative positions of each letter have to be noted.

3) One sound may be represented by more than one character, depending on their
placement in the word.

4) Each Avestan character has an equivalent for transcription. Most of these character are
from the English alphabet, but some are adopted from the Greek alphabet, and a few
special characters have been introduced. By and large the system of Karl Hoffmann has
been adopted for transcription.

5) Every complete Avesta word is followed by a dot (like a full stop), called a word-
separator.

6) Three dots - are used to indicate the end of a sentence. Sometimes three small circles
used in a similar way, indicate the end of a paragraph.

1. The Alphabets (1)

Avesta letter | Transcription | Pronunciation

_u_ a critical
W a father
- [ it
o 7 feet
—— u put
-3- il shoot
~9- k kite
o | x Khan"
i x Khyal
2 Khvab

! This and the following two words showing pronunciation are not from the English language as these
sounds are not found in this language.
2 This is a combination of Pahlavi letters ‘x” and ‘v’
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Avesta letter | Transcription | Pronunciation
- — g QI rl
—9— 4 1 Ghana

Unlike Sanskrit, the consonants in Avestan, do not have inherent vowel sounds, and hence
cannot stand by themselves. A consonant needs to be followed by a vowel to depict a full
sound. Thus:

»5 ka )5 Ki )5 ku

w5 ka ‘t‘ﬁ ki 75 ka

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

J)’t’@«:‘

T 1712

d
Pl @ |2

2. Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

ga va X1
ga va xa
gu ki kit

2. The Alphabets (2)
Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
L 0 going
_L_ O go
~yo- e save
_&_2 e say

! This transcript is the Greek letter gamma.

2 1t is used as final vowel in Gathas and in the combination &” ag.



Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
s 9! bath
-5 d as in day
o O 2 adhere
) r run

_d_ f fan

- b bat

_es t ten

_g\_“ 1 put
Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

q g

5

O

(°\ ©

B

3

)l

YO

b

2.Write the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:

de

at

bo rat

dae

ta

bao rae

3. The Alphabets (3)

Avesta letter

Transcription

Pronunciation

)
—f—

91

red

1 This This transcript is similar to the Greek letter theta.
% This transcript is similar to the Greek letter delta.
® Itis used at the beginning and middle of words.

* It is used at the end of words or when followed by 9 k’ or J*b’

11

® Generally replaces ¥ ‘a’ when followed by final &‘m’ and ] ‘n’. Also used as the final vowel after,) .



Avesta letter Transcription Pronunciation
(- : J red
el oro beret
—p- C chair
Nae J Jam
—}— n nut

— ’ n grunt
G- m man
3 i song
i 1 playing
—p)— p pan
—y— h hen
—u$-° W water
Exercise:

1. Practice the following:

SN

of | o |y

Y Y |3

2. Transcribe the following into Avestan script. Speak as you write:

12

! This sign is similar to an inverted ‘e’.

2 Itis generally used as final vowel, especially in Gathas

% This cluster of three letters, is treated as one sound in Avesta.

* Used instead of J ‘n’ when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

® It generally follows an 2 <’

® 1t generally follows Q] 6’ and b o
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borat

dadat

ahuro

adra

mananh

ahi

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

“G¢9

ST AR

.JJ(?\'LJj

RFX TP

IV

4. The Alphabets (4)

Avesta letter

Transcription
[]

Pronunciation

i a Cow
—— q France
! y lawyer

2
— M- y YES
—_ S sit
IV § harsh
_&,__4 Ky ashame
08 § Shyam
- 7 zebra
sl z as in azure
—)— V as in save
3 Vv verse

itis used only within the word.
2 It is used only in the beginning of a word.

% Itis used at the end of words and also when followed by ¥ ¢ or € ¢

* Itis used at the beginning and within a word.
> It is used at the beginning and within a word, when followed by the letter ‘y’.

® It represents the sound zh.

"It is used only within the word.
& It is used only at the beginning of a word.
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Self study:
1. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:

chGU” o“@-‘b) oé@.&)” .J.UQOJ(_,)

S eGEHOY RN HL BRI

asam vohii vahistom astt

usta astt usta ahmai

hyat asai vahistai asom.

2. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
yata ahii vairyo add ratus asat Cit haca,

vaghaus dazda manaphé syaodanangm aghaus mazdai,
xsaromed ahurai a yim dragubyo dadat vastaram.

PUpERY SRIY DY .AO)Qou’) ot dy 0 .LJJ’)J.UZ; L o0y 10 puy
Daaing ) (3 .Gf;uzuél»% .qu;»;ug ) .4(3)(0:3»@
y.@,{)i.uqoni.u{; .w:uj 'L‘”J)@,{b CGIMY .)u/))qyu .wfgg,)(/guméa

Exercise:
1. Practice the following:

S§) * LU %)

g oro S|

fan By | L5

2. Give the transcriptions of the following letters in Roman script.

Ho U % b
el b 03] -

3. Transcribe the following in Roman script. Speak as you write:
t‘;\*fjfj .gquwg .&@Ju»ug SVPH DG W) Gy
-&U’!”I&” .wgo»dj_g))fj_aj .gw))Q;gb Vel .g\uuqy
AP BPINING .w):.\w’)éw .g\wgyuu{é Gg) W
.w))qy» .wguol.u')é GEpY .wowtélu% TR RSFUTY
....wfl.u))w?g) .quut&ﬁ CRNICBLY .Jl;g el I\
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4. Transcribe the following in Avestan script. Speak as you write:
k3 varaOram ja Owa poi sayhd yoi hantt

cidhra moi dgm ahumbis ratum ciZdi

at hoi vohii sraoso janti manayhd

mazda ahmai yahmai vasi kahmaicit.

5. Phonetic divisions of the Alphabets

The Avestan alphabet has 50 characters, divided into two groups - 15 Vowels and 35
Consonants. A vowel is a sound produced by letting air flow cleanly through the mouth A
consonant is a sound produced by interrupting the flow of air through the mouth. These
letters are divided into various phonetic divisions as under:

15 VOWELS

Simple Vowels:
Phonetic Division Short Long

Gutteral 8 g w g
(Sound made by obstructing air flow in the throat)
Palatal g 27
(Sound made when the tongue goes near the palate)
Labial ' _ ) U 2 i
(Sound made by rounding the lips)
Cerebral 2’) ¢ ora |~
(Sound made by rolling the tongue)

Diphthongs:

Diphthong is a secondary vowel sound, originally, the combination of the sounds of two
simple vowels. There are three diphthongs sounds in Avesta. Each sound is represented by
two characters, differing on account of their placement, and not sound.

Yo e, we

€ o, (2

Special Vowels:
These two characters are referred to as special, since similar letters are not found in other
related languages.

o

woa X q




16

35 CONSONANTS
Phonetic Division Unaspirant’ | Aspirant Unaspirant | Aspirant
Gutteral 3 k J)'x/ Wy |l g gy

(Sound made by obstructing air
flow in the throat)

Palatal v
(Sound made when the tongue
goes near the palate)

N J

Dental © tle 1 Y ] 0

(Sound made when the tongue
touches the inside of the upper
teeth)

Labial
(Sound made when the flow of air
is obstructed at the lips)

o p [9F |Jb |

Nasal . . <7
(Sound made partly through the b s X cm, 37, b
nose)

Slbllant I . V. V. A . Q,L’ v
(Hissing sound made by the $; 08 & SO, —5 < <
tongue)

Semi-vowel / Liquid 3y - c oy b . )
(consonant sound interchangeable Yo Ky, Vs b Vs r

with simple vowels)

Aspiration ¥ h

(sound produced by exhaling air)

Bi-labial ol w

(Sound made by obstructing the
air flow rounded lips)

Ligatures” — -
(combination of two Avesta or oS P

Pahlavi letters)

Exercise:
1. Give the transcripts and phonetic divisions of the following letters:
Av. letter Transcript Phonetic Division

o

(34
5
M)

! The Unaspirate consonants are those which do not have the aspiration sound ‘h’ inherent in them. The
Aspirant consonants have an inherent ‘h’ sound corresponding to the Unaspirant consonant.

% This is not a phonetic but an orthographic division. Its given here to have all the characters together in one
place.
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EIEAT| ¢ A

i

2. Give the consonants in the following phonetic groups:

Phonetic Group | Consonants

Dental
Sibilant
Palatal
6. Orthographic rules for placement of letters
Letter Placement
—W— X | Itis used before the letter “y’. Eg: *?39¥ ¥ 9 “country.”
—®= 1 | Itisused at the beginning and in middle of words. Eg: *}¥¢ “body.”

It is used at the end of words or when followed by 9 k> or J ‘b’. Egs:

'ﬁ\”“‘ “then” ; '“CZ_J_&” 5&\“teaching.”

It replaces * when followed by final & /. Eg: -GEJ))Q)'”:G—#“’))U“

—t—2
Words ending in )) affix a final ¢ after it. It is also used as the final vowel
after)) ‘r’. Eg: 'i’)“?"*_‘”j “O Creator!” 'i’)”?"w “O Fire!”

—§— 2 It is generally used as final vowel. EgQ: -(G “my”; or in the combination )§

It is used as final vowel in Gathas and in the combination &” aé

Especially in the combination by ao.

It is used instead of } ‘n” when followed by a guttural or dental consonant.

Egs: MO0 & ¥ “toe, finger” ; °£\7’€ LN “how many ?”

It is used when the Ij sound is preceded by ? ‘i’. Eg: '>U’<(’_*D “country”
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—Uf— W | It is used for the ‘v’ sound when it follows ("\ ‘6’ and é ‘9.
Eg: '”-’"Q){(/J W) “timely.”

—30— & | Itis used when the ‘sh’ sound is (i) at the end of word., Eg: *0’))“’@/ “the

mountain” and (ii) followed by } ‘¢’ or € ‘t’. Eg: DRl wpegr

—&— § | Itis used at the beginning and within a word. Eg: *¥&0? “dawn.”

. & It is used at the beginning and within a word, when followed by the letter
‘y’. Eg: +¥ PP “blessed.”

—Mo— Y It is used only at the beginning of words.

—n-y It is used only within the word.

sy It is used only at the beginning of words.

It is used only within the words.

N—-vV
Self study:
Correct the spellings:
Incorrect Correct Incorrect Correct
.)JJ({yiJj SEMITLE SITTEN SITREIT
'“ﬁ”ﬁ/\ 'No%uﬁ,\ ) i .u))gu
.u))(/;u) .uu{éu) IVIVRTRLY .u{yugy
Exercise:
1. Correct the spellings:
.JJJ(/J.DJJ .GE-L(_)JJ
.7@1)) «QO M MY

1. SANDHI

In Avesta, nouns, adjectives, participles and other parts of speech are formed by adding
suffixes to roots. Such nouns and adjectives are crude forms which cannot be directly used
in sentences. Before using them in a sentence, appropriate case terminations have to be
added to them. In this process, letters come into contact, and undergo a change, which is
known as Sandhi or Euphony.

Thus, Sandhi is a combination of two or more vowels or consonants resulting in a changed
form. Exceptional cases, when the rules of vowel Sandhi, do not apply, is called

Pragrihya. Eg: .a\“*” “then”.

There are two types of Sandhi:
1) Vowel Sandhi, in which both the letters are vowels.
2) Consonantal Sandhi, in which both the letters are consonants.
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When one letter is a vowel and the other a consonant, Sandhi does not apply and no
change takes place.

1. Vowel Sandhi

There are four types of Vowel Sandhi :

A. DIRGHA SANDHI,

B. GUNA SANDHI,

C. VRIDDHI SANDHI

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI.
A. DIRGHA SANDHI is a combination of two similar simple vowels resulting in a long
vowel:

W 4+ 0 e+ W[ (7(_>+ )
We Wt 0 | de— Z+ Je—a+>
We 04 W | Dt 2 de+ 9
We Wt w| Jde—o+ 2 de—3+ 2
Examples:

. . 1
“driving away” '“]”;EE)’(—”]”;”'F ey

“having healthy horses” <+ &)3)) ”_)>j<—‘” QoL+ W) “’_))j

“we gave” “’Gﬁéfj’%—”@”& “‘(/Jj’j’}

“3 field” .J}ﬁ)).uy(_)}w.k u)uy

“a tree” 'ﬁ}”éﬁ_gf"' w}uéa

“1 poured down” ')'U)j%—)'o))“"" |

“good word” '”?"Cl)’ib’(—”\‘"é)‘ >+ Y

B. GUNA SANDHI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels, the first one of which is

¥ and the second is one of the simple vowels:

&»<_.‘J/J+.u

l»<_7/ ) + W

3.0(_5324- SV

Examples:

“neither, not here” '”(P\@W — ”(P\J"' ¥

“Hadokht (Nask)™? '”?"JY’]“’(P\”Q)’H”?"JYH ”C"’\”U‘

! The underlined letters indicate the letters involved in Sandhi and their result.
2 One of the 21 Nasks.. Literally, “accompanied by the word.”



“to go towards” D <—E)>E+ Y
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C VRIDDHI SANDHI is the occassion combination of two dissimilar vowels of which,

the first one is * :

YW o+ w

Vriddhi Sandhi also involves the following changes:

Jw<_&»+ »fw

>w<_(7/>+ w

>w(_l»+ ol w

Examples:

“for Mazda” '““Q;”G «—

» 4+ walug

“forAhura”ﬂ)>>U“ — oY+ “%U'“

“comes towards” '&?"’7*” «— &V‘” + W

D. ANTARGATA SANDHI is the combination of two dissimilar vowels. The first vowel

changes into a consonant, and the second vowel remains unchanged.

DI N4

WYY o W)

)Y 4

FOI o Yot

N)) «— V4)

w)) « Ww4)

) « 4

)—(_))) <« )—(_)+ )

Ly — Lt

JJ’ «— P+ {)i

>)> «— )+ g))g

WY » +lu

NV — £+ lu

J)) «— Y+ 2)2

WNY w+l.u

DY B4 &u

W w4 &u

Examples:

“speaking thus” ¥}¥

&uu@)) «— u*»&u + Q)

“opposition” '”)>““J\'°’”9J «— »))w + IInpy

“Spityura” (King Jamshed’s brother) '”%i?‘”&” «— ) T g

“for the holy (lady)” -’ﬂtl”d&” — “”_+’¥l“t21“

“from the body”

BENPEE g+ e

“greatly beloved” '”@’)éﬂv «— ”\’“))g)“’ +

“widely flowing water” *¥&) “’)))) «— ¥ QJL"')%
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“small”’ .J)).ﬁ.ug «— I3+ ).9»9

“time” .»;M «— »;w + >))S

“with the cow/bull” *#N PG «— » + l‘”@

“of the cows/bulls” *GxXM¥QV «— Gx + l”@,

“pain, affliction” *¥¢ "_)b «— P "ﬂ

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks and name the Sandhi:
“indeed, surely” «— 5 + -c’s 1
“speaking in accordance” «— J@J)’wg*’ 2
“approached” — DI 4 by 3
“and the women” — PPBY 4 J)M% 4
“for the world” — YO +)u 5
“to be old” —q+ f))fj 0
“for Gathas” — &‘U + *“(/J*”@, !
“spoke forth” — ”MJ}WL) 5 8

2. Which Vowel Sandhis involve
a. Similar Vowels :
b. Dissimilar VVowels :

2. Consonantal Sandhi

When two consonants come together in the formation of a word, the first consonant
generally undergoes a change, as per certain rules. This is called Consonantal Sandhi.
Some of the important rules of consonantal sandhi are:

Rule 1:

When & [ © / ) /" /)) | &% are added to unaspirate Guttural, Palatal and Labial
consonants, the latter change to their corresponding aspirate forms. If the consonant does

not have a corresponding aspirate form, it changes to (/)‘

G/of) /’)/))/dﬁj Aspirate Consonant «— &/¢/} /”/))/Q(?j Unaspirate consonant

Examples:
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“poured” '”\"’({?-’)-’ «— D+ pIJD )

“divided; apportioned” “’&*ﬂ «— PO + z!»;

Rule 2:
When a dental consonant is followed by -, it changes to **. When a dental consonant is

followed by Q- /93—, iit changes to §.

©n — © + QLD /b ol
SIS — ]IS+ ]LS 1] ol

Examples:

“dead” .MEQJ (_qu+ (/)J))J

“truth” °°ﬁ*“)> «— 0+ Q“’))

“gift” .»ﬁug PRESTY-WE (/5»

Rule 3:

When the last letter of the first word is &—, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is —¢°, &— changes to .

VO — -+ 6-

Example:

“angry” .uﬁu)@, «— P+ g»’@

Rule 4:

When the last letter of the first word is *— / —, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is —¢°, ¥— %5— changes to 0O

QI = + v [ H-

Examples:

“venerated; attuned” *# QO¥ MY «— ¥ + 5”?‘0

“asked; questioned” '”\"“O))”Q) «— M+ *"))"GJ
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Rule 5:
When the last letter of the first word is &=, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is —¢°, &’— changes to ¥

OO — -+ -

Examples:

“hefshe/it is” IV «— I + Y

“he/she wears” -)og»é «— Yoo + wob

Rule 6:
When the last letter of the first word is_j—, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is =} /=G, $5— changes to % or {0

140/} or 69— —Jor—-6 +_5-

Examples:

“veneration” {3 M) <—”] + S‘”)‘U

“arrangement” "ﬁ“) N+ 5‘”))

“carrying” ""Gj”é’ «—¥g + S“é’#

Rule 7:
When the last letter of the first word is ))—, and the first letter of the second

word/termination is —¢°, the two letters merge to form £U_. In this rule the second letter
merges with the first, unlike other consonantal sandhis.

0 — = +))—

Examples:

“man’ .”%HG «— JJJJVO +)>JJG

“Fravashi — Guardian Spirit” “Q’_‘”“ﬁé «— +)>”)>”)>é

Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks :
“seed” “«— }”G+ 9 a0 1

“fever; heat” «— N+ g 2
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“exhilaration” «— ¥ + H¥¢ 3
“knowledge” «— ¢ + &")’ 4
“vomitted” —»p + gub 5
“rubbed” «— M+ S))” G 6
“teaching” «— 0 + Yo !
“righteousness” «— N +))*“ 8

2. Give the Avestan word for :

1 | “poured” 4 | “divided”

2 | “venerated” 5 | “questioned”

3 | “he wears” 6 | “carrying”

[1l. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

Roots: A root is the basic form of a word. From the root, other parts of speech like nouns,
adjectives, verbs, participles etc. are formed. In Avesta, a root is always monosyllabic,
that is, it contains only one simple vowel. There may or may not be consonants along with
the vowel. The number of consonants in a root may vary from one to four.

A root is indicated by the sign “\’ and followed by a dash ‘-’. The dash indicates that a
root is not a complete word. The meaning of a root or any other word has to be placed in
open and closed double inverted commas.

A root by itself is not generally used as a word in a sentence. However, a few roots,
indicated by an asterisk (*) in the following list, can be directly used as nouns:

V —) ¥ “tg obtain; to value; to go; to move” | V—? “to go; to move”

=gy o0 “to heat” N—e) “to protect”

V=2 CZ-_’_J)‘ “to rule; to shine” = s “to bathe”

\/_—5 E) ¢bo “to work” - “to give; to know; to create”
V=) “to burn; to shine” *—pP L L “to speak”

\= E)) £9 “to do” * —E/iZﬁ “to lie; to hurt; to deceive”
V=g “to praise” *\/—c’)) é “to love”

V=2 “to wish” WN=gF  “to think”

= E))E &) “to ask, to inquire” =) My “to join”

V- Eb “to tear” *\/_—5 f))ﬁ “to exalt”
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Exercise:

1. Give the roots:

1|+- “to go, to move” |5 |- “to exalt”

2 |- “to think” 6 |- “to praise”

3| - “to bathe” 7 |A- “to wish”

4 | ~- “to rule; to shine” |8 |- “to ask, to inquire”

2. Vowel Gradation (Guna and Vriddhi)

We have studied above that every Avestan root has a simple vowel. This simple vowel
has two grades Guna and Vriddhi." A root is generally changed to either of the grades
before being used in a word, as per the constructional requirement of the word. This
change is referred to as vowel gradation.? The transformation of a simple vowel into the
two grades takes place in the following manner:

SIMPLE VOWEL GUNA VRIDDHI

Py iy W

Sy &»3 W

)/ 3 L )

) o "

Examples :

ROOTS MEANINGS GUNA VRIDDHI
V-g)ue to heat” SVSTUS —e e
\/_?DG “to think” —;“G —*wG
NERYY “to lie down” _&u» ERYT
\/_&:,3 © “to hear” _&__,_lu © _w)w@
=gy “to pound” —1’”0’ ) gy
= E)) ¢ “to carry” _)) n _’) )
=S o b BT Shwe

! Also referred to as full or zero grades respectively.
2 Also known as ablaut grades.

3 ’17 in Gathic texts.

4 )§ in Gathic texts.
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Exercise:
1. Fill in the blanks:

a) The Vriddhi form of V=6¥ Q. “to go” is
b) The Guna form of \/—”E))EEJ “to ask” is

¢) The Guna form of \/—10 O “to love™ is

d) The Vriddhi form of V=202 “to praise” is

2. Arrange in your note-book the roots studied above in alphabetical order.

3. Give the Guna and Vriddhi forms of the following roots:

ROOT GUNA FORM VRIDDHI FORM
L V=] ¥ “to stretch”
2 \/—02?"” “to spread”
3 V=P “to divide
4 V=21 “to lead
> \/—;)G “to speak”
° =& “to nourish”
. \/—>’)” “to hear”
s \/—E’)EQ) “to cross”

V. NOUNS

1. Primary and Secondary Nouns

Most nouns are formed by adding suffixes to the root. Before taking the suffix, the roots
may be graded. A noun thus formed is called a base/stem or crude form, and it needs to be
inflected before being used in a sentence. The two types of Nouns are: Primary and
Secondary.

1) Primay Nouns: When nouns are formed by adding suffixes to roots, they are called
Primary Nouns. There are several suffixes which form primary nouns. The root may have
to be graded before adding the suffix. Some primary nouns:

Root + | Noun suffix | —5 | Primary Noun
+

V=6¥  “to  be Y = | +¥6¥ “courage”

courageous”




Root + | Noun suffix | —5 | Primary Noun
=P R “o flow” ¥ f%" - 'i))”f‘u@ “flow”
\=2¢) “to nourish” e => | 208 “food”
\/‘_’B “to age” MR > | ng))j “time”
V=2 “to pound” ML = eyl dime  of
pounding.” The first Geh.
V=809 “to throw” T = | O “arrow”
=¥ “to exist, to be” K = | WP “existence”
+
\/:5”’) “to do justice; g > o) “rur
to arrange”

Specific Noun suffixes: Some Primary noun suffixes are used for specific purposes.

a. Suffix ’)”?"— forms Agentive nouns. Egs:
“one who pours libations” chief priest” °))“?°1‘_”5 2 — ’”("’— + “to pour” \/:’5

“one who nourishes; father” ')>“ Ve «— ))“ ®— + “to nourish” V=28

b. Suffix 02— forms Neuter nouns which are indeclinable. Egs:
“a mat” > '*O’)>(’)”?°” «— 20— + “to spread” \/—))”?“’

“weapon”™ '*O’(/J(’)”}” «— 20— + o cut”\/—JJ“P’

c. Suffix ¥’3¥— forms Neuter nouns. Egs:
“a thought” *W3I¥)PG «— WIV— + “to think” V-}¥ &

“throne” *WIVBY «— WIV— + g gjt” =BV

d. Suffix ﬁ\“’?"— forms Abstract feminine nouns. Egs:

“immortality” 'ﬁ\“’ © £)>£ C¥ «— ﬁ\“’ ®— + “to be immortal” \ —i’)i o

! The root has been changed to its Vrdhhi form and then the suffix is added.
% The root is changed to its Guna form.

® Epenthesis.

* Epenthesis.
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“perfection” 'ﬁ\*“\"’”))%”@’ «— tﬁ\*”?"— + “all, entire” “’)’))“’U’

2) Secondary Nouns: When nouns are formed by adding suffixes to nominal bases. They
are called Secondary Nouns. Egs:

“Lord of existence” *® /YL «— ») + “life; world; existence” ¥

“mankind” *¥ 9D POYG «— PYH¥ + “man” ¥ FOYG

V. ADJECTIVES

Adjectives in Avesta always agree in gender, number and case with the nouns they
qualify. There are two main types of Adjectives — Simple and Derivative.
1. Simple adjectives: They are derived directly from roots. Egs:

Root + Adj. suffix Adjective
“to be beautiful” \/—’)>” + w)_ “beautiful” 0)3)
“to be good” V- ub + )— “g00d” Db or '>U’Lé
“to hasten” =¥ + ) — Cowift? B

2. Derivative Adjectives: They are derived from nouns by adding adjectival suffixes like

R n\»))_’ JuN— g\%»»_, a\”G— or 23\9?”6— Egs:

Noun + | Adj. suffix | 5 | Adjective

'ﬁ\” » “pone; matter” | T &\” M- - '23\” MDY “material; corporeal”
.’u} “man”’ + | wo- - | W JJ))JJJ }“manly”

PG “courage” + ﬁ\ﬁ R e 4 'Iﬁ\)? WP G Pecourageous; strong”
D BLY “dirt, filth” + ﬁ\” G- - 'ﬁ\“ &) ¥ P«filthy; having pollution”

Degrees of Adjectives

The Comparative and Superlative degrees of adjectives are formed by adding terminations
to the adjectives. There are two sets of terminations. Generally adjectives ending in

ﬁ\””— and ¥— take the first set of terminations and adjectives ending in ’— and

consonants take the second set. Very rarely an adjective may take terminations from two
different sets.
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First set: The Comparative degree is formed by adding ”))”?"— and the Superlative

degree is formed by adding ¥ 6 £~ to the adjective. Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE

WWGEOBUNVGY J)»Qon»))ug.u “strong”’ﬁ\*“””G”
strongest. "stronger”s

'”G£?°CL))'Z_L -DJ}MwlA?_i “vigorous” '”)>‘i_>‘

“most vigorous.” “more vigorous.”

'”GE@””»”’JDE)EQ '”)>”Y°””))”)>J?E))Eé’ “victorious” °&\”’>”’)(/J£>fé’

“most victorious” “more victorious”

Second set: The Comparative degree is formed by adding 3% 92— and the Superlative

degree is formed by adding #%*07?— to the stem from which the adjective is derived.

Egs:

Superlative degree Comparative degree ADJECTIVE

“hest” MO I L “better” 3N DYWL “good” "Q)’Lé’ or Y3ub
“swiftest” s ¥ QO I VW “gwifter” sQPIH D BW Cowift? o)W

“greatest” -”\‘“@5 Y6 “greater” *QYI¥IHNG “great” VG

Note that final ? is dropped in the first two adjectives in both the degrees

Exercise:

1. Fill in the blanks:

1. “legal” o JJ@)E}j «— + “lawn o wﬁ)j

2. “righteous” *J¥NOEPY + “righteousness” *# 0¥

2. Give Comparative and superlative degrees with meanings of :
<« <— “holy” -22\“”“{25_“ (I set)

<« <— “near” '2;“§ (11 set)

! Phonetic change - final # changes to 1> .
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V1. GENDERS

The Avesta has three genders — Masculine, Feminine and Neuter. Words designating male
and female beings are masculine and feminine respectively. Words designating inanimate
objects, abstract nouns and concepts are not always neuter, and may be masculine or
feminine. In Avesta genders are grammatical and not natural, that is, they do not always
indicate sex.

There is no rule to ascertain the genders. Words designating male and female can be easily
identified. Eg.:

Masculine: '”))év)eJ “son”, ')>”(°"€J “father”, '))”?“”’)) “brother”, °’)“} “man”
Feminine: '))”(,"\?_)_‘) “daughter”, ')>”(°*“G “mother”, '))”U’S”)“ “sister”, 't”)“‘ﬂ “a
woman’

In some cases, genders may be ascertained by suffixes. Eg.: ’)“?"— indicates masculine,
E’\*“?"— and 2 indicate feminine and ¥ 3¥—, W3¥)— VG- i’)“— and 07—
indicate neuter genders.

Changing to feminine gender: Masculine and neuter words can be changed to the
feminine gender by adding a suffix, depending on the base of the word:

1. When a word ends in #—, feminine is formed by substituting final ¥ by *¥ or <. Egs:

Masculine Adjective / Noun Feminine Adjective / Noun
NG (l)‘ P “strong” el ™ J)’ P “strong”

B3} “grandfather” Q) “orandmother”
.u))&;uj “a demon” "‘:’»&fj ““a demoness”

°”@&”G “a ram” -«3@_&“@ “a ewe”

2. When a word ends in 7/’—, feminine is formed by adding < to it. Egs:

Masculine Adjective / Noun Feminine Adjective / Noun
ade)ees “wide” 205 he)ees “wide”
| DSy “youthful” « ) S0 Wy “youthful”

3. When a word ends in 3433~ feminine is formed by substituting it by < yO29—.

Egs.:
Masculine Adjective / Noun Feminine Adjective / Noun
PINPJING “greater” JYYORHIG “oreater”

3R RL petrer w’U’)‘OJJUwé’ “better”




31

4. When a word ends in any consonant, feminine is formed by adding 2! to it. Egs.:

Masculine Adjective / Noun Feminine Adjective / Noun
BL 624 filthy” DQINCI DY) “fjthy”
] 9N D EH Werighteous” "t"l”&” “righteous”
">”Y°*“))é “nourisher” "t’))é*”))év “nourisher”
Exercise:
1. Form the feminine of the following words:

Masculine Feminine
1 “’))’7” “beautiful”

2 .>U,»é “good”

3 MYV “horse”

'E’\” NHEOBY “material”

Q3NN &*’ “stronger”

VII. DECLENSIONS

In Avesta, a noun, adjective, participle or pronoun in its original form is considered a
crude form, which cannot be directly used in a sentence. Case terminations are added to
the crude form before it could be used in a sentence. These case terminations serve as
preposition/postpositions like to, with, for and from. They also indicate the number
(singular/dual/plural) of the noun. Adding these case terminations to the crude form is
called DECLENSION.? In all, there are eight cases of declensions, each having three
numbers.

Nouns, adjectives, participles and pronouns are categorized on the basis of their last letter
(base), or cluster of letters and gender, which is called the base of the word. Hence the

base of the word -*OLIJ’eJ “son” is = Masculine. Bases are sub-divided into vowel
bases and consonant bases.

1 J—js added to the weaker base, whenever the word shows two bases.

% This is similar to the eight Karak in the Hindi language: Karta — ne, Karma — ko, Karna — se, Sampradan —
ke liye, Apadan se, Sambandh — ka/ ki/ ke, Adhikaran —me / par, Sambandh — are/oh
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1. General Case Terminations

The following is a standard table of general case terminations to be added to the base/stem
of the word, which may have to be modified. For each base/stem, these terminations may
vary from case to case:

CASES Prepositions | Indicates SINGULAR | DUAL PLURAL
Nominative | - Subject 01 gray—2 | Crude form /| 4
N
Accusative | to direct c— Crude form / | 4y,
object B
Instrumental | by, with means, Crude form /| ,, ) 39—
instrument | ,
[*02—
Dative to, for indirect B LI 39—
object & 2 L 2
Ablative from, separation 3 n_y 23 L 2y
Genitive Of/ possgssmn/ B _gp /s | o
apostrophe s | relation
_ ‘S) )_(Jw_ /G%*_ll
Locative in, at, | location — yo- a5 b 9y
towards, on ' ’
SUSE N /)di—
PyY-
Vocative Oh! direct Crude form /| ,,_ 54
address o_

Crude form is used for vowel bases and *— is added to consonantal bases.

Note:
1. Irregular forms, variations and exceptions have not been dealth in this book.

2. Highly irregular bases bases like l'—, &)— and 6— have not been covered.

! Used after * and
2 J )
Used for ? and ’.
3 L—js used for consonantal bases.

* G~ is used for consonantal bases and &%} is used for vowel bases.
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3. Indeclinable words do not take any case terminations and are used in sentences in their
crude forms. These are words ending in E))*’— like °£))”}_*B “coin”, °£’>”>>Q)’ “sun”,

-Q””i“j, “strength”, 'E))” é_”j “mouth” and *07— like °“O"))““?°” “mat”.

4. The declined forms of some of the bases given in examples are hypothetical. They may
not make sense or meaning, as all words do not occur in every case and number. For
instance, a proper noun can never be in dual or plural form.

2. Vowel Bases

1. Bases ending in ¥= Masculine
-»))Jﬂe) “son”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative L)y ! ) by ) Lopypn) daygy
The son The two sons The sons
Accusative 'Gi))(/ﬁe) 3 .D)é)e) .;,@Q/y@
To the son To the two sons To the sons
Instrumental .»%/ye) .uJﬂ)&»>é>e .Jo)w))(/y@
With the son With the two sons With the sons
Dative .u.u))(/yej .uJﬂ)&»>é>e .LJﬂJ&U,)é)QJ
For the son For the two sons For the sons
Ablative .qw)é)e) .uJﬂJ&»)é)ej .lJﬂ)&u)é)g
From the son From the two sons From the sons
Genitive 0)'00’”)(/))&) -E‘”-‘J”)Q/ﬁef‘ -G;%}*Oc/ﬁe)
Of the son Of the two sons Of the sons
Locative .)—0’&)@5 .luu’é)a .)wu)é)a
At/in the son At/in the two sons At/in the sons
Vocative )y gy )y gy Loysp)dgy
Oh! Son Oh! The two sons Oh! the sons

! Final * is retained only if the word is followed by an enclitic particle, as in '”}’””’)C/J)E), otherwise

B —ijs changed to 17

ZIn ¥ baseand *¥ base the termination ©*% changes to *¥—on account of complex linguistic rules.

® Adjectives ending in %39 change the endingto &~

* This is a variation from the general case termination.
® In some cases, like this one, the final vowel is dropped.




Some other words of the base *— Masculine
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D Yord”

NG l Y “Haoma” Pr. noun

. JJ) Jd 4? “man”

o ?“L“j “hand”

.»)éJG Mithra - Proper noun

DIPOPGE “man”

oM )DL “horse”

D) “pliss”

8) el wolf

DEOEGH “immortal”

BB _@ PG “Mazdayasna”

<200 §Z §0) 3 “beneficent”

2. Bases ending in #= Neuter

WFOY “Righteousness”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative Sy YR R PHL
Accusative Y YR R PHL

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in ¥— Masculine.

Vocative

e DD

.umu

Some other words of the base 4 — Neuter.

DG Py

. '”) (/J 4 CZ;’_J)‘ “kingdom”

'“))C'\i (l)‘ P “friendship”

'”3(/31’”}{22‘({)‘ “propitiation” | *¥}¥ &) “house”

) JD l DI “action”

NGV or Y9 Y “evil”

it “U{(/J”))“ “untimely”

DI P L “peg

Note: There are no cases ending in *— Feminine.

Exercise:
1. Give the declensions with meanings of *#}* &} Base: Meaning: ”
CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL




3. Bases ending in #—= Masculine

. j“ G “All-knowing”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative s alug .Lv,w»@,
Accusative -G;_%Qj”é xS0 E
Instrumental walug L T 1=
Dative Swalug -LJﬂw“G
Ablative RRLIT -LJﬂw”G
Genitive s alug 2 LYY
Locative owalug I Nywalug
Vocative

250!

~1>m?gj»e

Some other words of the base **— Masculine

W ely) & “eyi] giving”

A _IHO) “intellect-giving”

y i’j—l’) (/D & “promise-breaker”

NP “righteousness-giving”

”;”j’b’!”é’ “good giving”

"“‘?""0&“ (/J “)) “warrior”

4. Bases ending in &= Feminine

. “‘”)) V2O “Weapon”
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CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative .u?quou .u))quou -Pu))vb-\ou
Accusative 'GJ%>V°‘LO‘U -“))?“0” .i.w))\w.sou
Instrumental IVETI) IVIRN ,»Jﬂw’)@io» .wﬂw’)@;ou
Dative .Jwaw))q«uo» .»Jﬂw))q«uo» .LJﬂw’)@-»ou
Ablative .5\»;»»’)@40» 2020 40) 0 205 0 oL oojuw) s
Genitive ,9,,),»’)@40“ - .Gjt_‘u’)@.\ou
Locative --UJM)Q“O” - .)Uw))@JOu
Vocaiie Deos Des eos

! Irregular form.
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Note: Final *¥— is replaced by wnnfuw i singular bases from Instrumental to

Locative.

Some other words of the base *¥— Feminine.

s 1&5“religion; conscience”

""“)) q» “brave”

) é l_”j “libation”

oA ér*“ Q© “Gatha; song”

M9 INY “majden”

NKIY  “tongue”

PQ “world”

i

..u)5 J’) J e) “fairy”

.w’)» ) >’)) “plant”

)bh5 e

g ’))’ W) “woman”

QO “woman”

Note: There are no cases ending in *¥— Neuter.

Exercise:

1. Give the cases, numbers and meanings of the following words:

Case

Number

Meaning

.JwJJut&ﬁ)j

.a\wu»c/)w@,

.>Qyw(/5&»@,

ouJﬂw))(/))%ﬁ

-l*m?fjem;

.gf*u@b&»éu)

.gf*uzél»%

JoREeLs

L)

.gﬁ.}ud__,_ggu

2. Give the Avesta words for

Meanings

Avesta word

Of righteousness

With two hands

Of the religion

From the house

For the warriors

The two kingdoms

For the two horses




5. Bases ending in = Masculine

. -’)> IV “Mountain”
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CASES7 SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative p))Iu B Lo
Accusative oD IB B .1;4)»))”@/
Instrumental ,,’)“,Q2 ,mﬂf)w@ .Joﬂf)w@
Dative ,)_O{)»@ .»JJJJ’)J»@ .1;453’))»@
Ablative 't’.\’lﬁ”@ ._uJJJ.))JJJ@/ .1;453)))»@
Genitive ,40,1,’)1,@ - .G,HJ))J»@
Locative ,*,’)J,Qz - .>@_J>w@
Vocative ,,’)“,Q; .ﬁ;u@ .Luu))u@

Some other words of the base -

Masculine

$IQIV Y “Iord?

oJ))QO 10 (/5 *’M “A Zoroastrian”

s d “serpent”

LIt is declined irregularly.
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6. Bases ending in = Feminine
Bases ending in *— Feminine are declined in the same way as — Masculine, but

there is no Dual number and no Locative case. Some words of the base ?— Feminine:

IUOY “plessing” eI M G)) ' Armaiti “right-minded” | +2€°80 “dwelling”

I3 GNP “strength” | LX) W) 5 “Guardian Spirit” SIBOINER “capability”

7. Bases ending in 9= Neuter

-Jkﬁa/yl”)) “Light”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Accusative

'J}@_Jvl»))

.J}d)_éalu))

.J;O_o_éylu’)

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in *—

Masculine.

Vocative

J;m({yl»)

.)*&Jylu)

.J;d;_éylu))

Some other words of the base -

Neuter.

. ’)> J fj) “prosperity”

M) “intellect”

.Jd’l:u “eye”

8. Bases ending in Y= Masculine

BBy “animal”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative y) By BECITRY .'Lnumug
Accusative -97”“6 BECITRY .'Lnumug
Instrumental BYCSTPY ST EOS) LIRS
Dative SN By R RERTS) -L3ﬂ>”“6
Ablative -ﬁ\l”ﬂ“ej ST RS .LJﬂ)MJJQJ
Genitive O 0Ny df)) By SR oYy
Locative BB .Joluumue) D) R
Vocative - - -
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Some other words of the base ’— Masculine

D)L “good” | 99985 wying» | 939Wey “protection”
"5% “arm” )8 $ Y “India” | P (3)¥ “life; world; lord”

Note: >— base Mas. words ending in ?®— like -N“’)) “lord”, °>?°”’)(/)‘ “wisdom”,
IQWQ “place” and ) VMY “sorcerer” have a weaker form (—U{J) ”’), —Ufév ”))({Y,

—u(éw@,,—u{éwm) in the following bases: Instrumental, Dative, Genitive and
Locative singular, and Genitive plural.

9. Bases ending in >= Feminine
VO “hody”

Bases ending in = Feminine are declined in the same way as = Masculine from
Nominative to Ablative. There is no Dual number.

Genitive ,1,))3»@ L R
Locative AR Sl B
Vocative BYFS °L>>”I“?"

Some words of the base = Feminine

* Q)’*(’fj “country” 2 BW) «putridity”

10. Bases ending in = Neuter

'>’)“j’ﬁ “Wood”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative ->))>ij .>’)>ﬁuj 'mﬁ’ﬁ
Accusative "))“fﬁ -0“_*5 .)7)&_;9

Instrumental to Locative cases take the terminations as in >— Masculine.

Vocative ,,’),1:,5 -0“_*5 .)’))&_»ﬁ

Other word of the base ’— Neuter: ->é£))w “broad”
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3. Consonantal Bases

The rules for forming declensions of bases ending in consonants are somewhat different
from Vowel bases. Though the same general case terminations are appended to both, there
are certain differences:

1) Some consonantal bases have Changeable and Unchangeable forms. Changeable bases
have strong and weak forms. The Nominative and Accusative forms are considered strong
and the rest are weak. Some Vocatives and plurals of Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
cases may either be strong or weak. Unchangeable bases include a single letter or cluster

of letters where bases end in suffixes like }#&—, @3%— and t’.\*“t"—

2) The final letter or group of letters is dropped in some cases (Nominative and VVocative
singulars, Instrumental, Dative and Ablative plurals).

3) In Instrumental singular forms, ¥— is added to the base, unlike in vowel bases where
the crude forms are generally used.

Apart from the declensions of bases given below there are other bases which are quiet
irregular and hence not given in this book. They are : ©— base, &— base and - base.

1. Bases ending in &,(%#)~ Masculine
'E’\% “>‘i§ (st); °8\”))*j (wk) “Carrying”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative 1,’)5 .L@ " »))5
Accusative ~G£Y°7’€”))£$ .1;@%»))&5
Instrumental ,u@u')ﬂ .Joim\u))ﬂ
Dative ')'O?o’”,)ﬂ .LJﬂa\D))Ji}
Ablative pes)y) Lojes)y
Genitive -1’?“’))*15 -Gﬁ-&"“%j
Locative -J\W“))*i) -
Vocative l’)*ﬂ .l@ " »))Jﬂ

(Some other words of the base ﬁ\( X -”)— Masculine

K ¥ ¥V “coming, going” | Bk ¥{¥ b “conquering”
VN

ofj\f HI) ”{23_4)‘ “ruling” 'a\% on N Jiving”

’ﬁ\f ‘”))”b /'ﬁ\ij ””Q’,Eb “evil; wicked”




2. Bases ending in 1‘3\(‘“’(")- Feminine
@(‘“\"”””“0’ Khordad (Lit. “Perfection”)
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CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative .ano.u))’)).uqy -w@wﬁ%”b’ .l;(owqo»»)))»v
Accusative @EY"*“?"””””U .w(.ow»)))»@; .l;(owqo»»)))»v
Instrumental | , e 1))y - -

Dative -)-0?0““@”’)%”0’ .JJJJJ&\JJ»)))»U -

Ablative .a\.uqouqou))’))u@ - -

Genitive ,tLQoonu))%»U .n,wqou»)))u@a .G%_qou@un%uv
Locative .uJJqoowqo»))))wU - -
Vocative - - -

Some other words of the base °ti\(*”?°)— Feminine

.a\w QU E)>£ G¥ Amardad (Lit.“immortality”)

TR YD) “eternity”

e bS Jj‘()({)‘ ) “growth, waxing”

.g\w VPG “)> b “forwardness”

.ﬁ\w QOR 5 5))5 ) “decrease, waning”

3. Bases ending in a\(»»)- Neuter

'5\‘”))” G ¥ “Powerful, strong”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,ﬁ\»))»g‘u NOUNNEL
Accusative ,ﬁ\»))»g‘u NOUNNEL
Instrumental DELNBEGWY ..uoisa\u))»g»
Dative FORILN PG .laﬂg\»»»g»
Ablative 'ﬁ\”?"”’“’é” 'l’ﬂﬁ\”’)”é”
Genitive ,1,\.“,))4,@” WGROUNNGH
Locative IQINNNEGL -
Vocative °€\”’)”G” IO NNV

Another word of the base -a\(»»)— Neuter: 'tﬁ\”””?"”” “material; corporeal”




4. Bases ending in J— Masculine

JUNVHOL (st); -}l*‘{zﬁ_” (wk) “Righteous, holy”

42

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative SOOIV .»}»»»&» .L;u))»@»
Accusative {GE N EHL 2 )0)) 04y B .L;u))»@»
Instrumental .1,11»&» _ e33BN)B L
Dative ')"-ﬂl”&i” - .%Jﬂ»))»@u
Ablative '8\”11’”&” - -1”ﬂ“””@“
Genitive ,1,11»&3_» - .gf;lu@_u
Locative _ - -
Vocative &Y WHp L — .L;u))u@_u
Some other words of the base }— Masculine:

’3”))”)(/5“) (st); .;»))% (st); LWy (st):

°}>’)>”(/)” (Wk) “priest” °¥))>) (wk) “soul” ‘}l”)‘b(wk) “youth”

5. Bases ending in }— Feminine

}9]999 “A maiden”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative "?’“5 .1;3,3})»5
Accusative Gg)2)Ing .1;3,3})»5
Instrumental S ETER SRR
Dative ')'03333”5 -l’i}’}“’ﬁ
Abla.t?ve 'ﬁ\”QJP”ﬁ -l’i}’}“’ﬁ
Genitive 'l’M“’ﬁ -2 IR L
Locative - -
Vocative - -

Another word of the base J— Feminine : -}“EJ“C}’_JY (st); é”dﬁ_tly (wk) “night”
(Note: Here Instr. to Gen. singular & Nom., Accus.& Gen. plural take the weak base.)




6. Bases ending in }(*&)— Neuter

) ¥ G “Creation”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative Y ) 0 s
Accusative WEES QR G
Instrumental ,J,PG% "O’J§G*_’D
Dative ')'O}“’G{“j .LJﬂugx_»j
Ablative lwgwa .LJﬂ»gx_»j
Genitive °1>I“G*_‘D GCRIIGw
Locative ,,;,»G% YRGS
Vocative _ _

Some other words of the base J(¥&)— Neuter.

.zugnaﬂ

“Ceremonial implement.”

.¥»Gd;’_u}’ “eye” .;ugw; “name”

Jugw) “joy” |9 &y 90y “friend”

7. Bases ending in’- Masculine
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'))*W “Man”

CASES SINGULAR DUAL PLURAL
Nominative o) .u))u; l’)u*
Accusative 'GE))”I _ l’)u;
Instrumental '”))”3 _ 3059) g)ug
Dative ,)0’),»3 - .LJﬂg)gg
Ablative ,6\40»3 ALY {)»* .LJﬂ i’)ﬂ
Genitive ,JO’)»z .gm’)»‘ .g,g.))ug
Locative o) u) i -
Vocative ,E’)J,; - L))u*

Another word of the base ))— Masculine : ) Y “otar”

Y Irregular.




Db s IbD5S (i) “Chief Priest”

8. Bases ending in )(”(")-Masculine

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative .»:ol_»j .lﬁwqol‘_»j
Accusative Gi’*“?"l_”j .lﬁwqol‘_»j
Instrumental »’)él:,j ey 5’)»@1‘»5
Dative )'O’J)l_”j '1”152))”?"1‘”5
Ablative ”))él‘”j '1”152))”?"1‘”5
Genitive 1,’)(/51.-»5 .g,‘g))(/gl_»j
Locative - -

Vocative °£))*’Y°l_*’5 .L))wqol-uj

Some other words of the base ))(“Y")— Masculine :
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')) DIy “father” °)) A\ “’)) (/9 “nourisher”

'))”Vo*_uﬁ “giver” D QL “fire”

')) PO “protector” °)) Do *”))J “brother”

9. Bases ending in (34— Masculine
IFTLINS (?\fj (st) "‘ONJJj’j (wk) “Creator”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative E‘”Uf(f’\fj .1,0,,9”0{@\5
Accusative -GEUJE‘“U{C\fj .1,@,5“0{@\5
Instrumental -”tjg)tjjfj .Jo.isgdjjfj
Dative o) A T -
AbIathve 'ﬁ\”dﬁjéfﬁ -
Genitive l’@_’(’)i’j 'Gfdﬁéfj
Locative _ _
Vocative 9,,0{@\3 -

Other word of the base Q)’(J”Uf)— Masculine: °U’3“QJ{C°\J-/5 (st) -*0></)Jé> (wk)

“learned, wise one”
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10. Bases ending in @(3%)- Neuter
«W32)¥9 6 “Mind, thought”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative ,1,?»@ pu)og
Accusative ,l,?»e g
Instrumental -*’U’!”I”G .JQJJO»G
Dative FOWIN|RG .'LJﬂGMG
Ablative 'f-\‘”U””?”G .'LJﬂGMG
Genitive .1,0,,»3»@ CRUIVING
Locative DpRiug .u))vl;*ug
Vocative - -

Some other words of the base Q)’(J“)— Neuter:

4)’3*’)’”4’ “word” WIYGEQ “darkness”
W3PGE) “homage” Q3NN Lw) “light”

3y &” “strength” 3y }2)) YW “divine energy”
-m»t&» “harm, injury”

Note: Apart from the regular bases of declensions given above, there are other bases like

6—, ¥— and &—, mostly with irregular forms.

Exercise:
1. Give the case, number and meaning of the following words:

Case Number Meaning

.LM&\

.)-ogoou)i)ﬁ

.ﬁ\u}»g&uy

.)—00)3»1&»

.)—(_gzaug(/yugy

.gf;é)udg_(/y

.)—(_gqo)wqo&u)mm




VIIl. PRONOUNS

In Avesta there are six types of Pronouns :
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1. Personal Pronouns

2. Demonstrative Pronoun

3. Relative Pronoun

4. Reflexive Pronoun

5 Interrogative Pronoun

6. Pronominal Adjectives

All the pronouns are declined as per the rules of declensions, however, they are highly
irregular. Here only the declensions of Personal Pronouns are given. Except for the First
and Second Personal Pronouns, the Gender is distinguished in all other Pronouns.

1. Personal Pronouns:

First Personal Pronoun * Es” “r

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative '_E}” «p -G&“é “We”

Accusative GRG; WG “me” ) k) e g
Instrumental - -

Dative "’LG;’)'OG“fOI' me” .(* : .2?* : DWWV “for us”
Ablative %’\”G “from me” Q%”GQ)’”“from us”

GenItIVe .JLG;.).(}G“my” .(*, .2?; , .Giﬁwgv‘u “Our”
Locative - -

Vocative - -

Second Personal Pronoun *G 7?" “thou”

CASES SINGULAR

PLURAL

Nominative *63%; +3% “thou ”

'GEQJ‘?)‘O “you”

ACCUS&tIVe .waé “thee” .{é:l}é “youn

Instrumental | - -

Dative .)'L?o ,.).(J?o “for thee” '{é;'l’é;'w"ﬂ)ugmﬁm“for youn
Ab|atIVe .a\»u{é “from thee” .a\.u Gm(7 H) “from youn

Genitive ,,l@;.w@;.»»u@ “ thy” '{é’ : .Lé : -GgﬁwG&J_qm “your”
Locative - -

\Vocative

fGEI®; 4@ “OThou!” |~

Third Personal Pronoun — Masculine *# ¢ “he >

CASES SINGULAR

PLURAL

Nominative

Lo “{Q “he”

I Re—

Accusative GO 1 eGE® “him”

c (MP)VKQ ;202D “them”




Instrumental | | u e «yith him” +3OIMQ “with them”
Dative ""']'?U;')'(—’U“fOI' him” .LJJJJ&JJ(@ “for them”
Ablative JO “from him” '17315" &DQ" “from them”
Genitive S FORD: « FOW “his” -

Locative - -

Vocative - -

Third Personal Pronoun — Feminine «*#¢ “she”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL

Nominative .ww’ '*”U’“she” .JO-er’ .GMJQO “they”
Accusative CCRR “her” O DY B “them”
Instrumental - .

Dative ,,1)0,; YO “for her” -

Ablative - -

Genitive .)-OU “her” -

Locative - -

Vocative - -

Third Personal Pronoun — Neuter 'ﬁ\“Y"“it ”

CASES SINGULAR PLURAL
Nominative .a\»@ “it” .on “they”
Accusative .a\»@ “to it” .on “to them”

The rest of the cases are same as Third Personal Pronoun — Masculine.

2. Demonstrative Pronoun:
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Masculine Feminine Neuter Meaning
.»Qo&u .wqo&.u 'ﬁ\”@&” this, that
NN )W 'ﬁ\”))” “that”
NG G .a\ug) “this”

N or .g&u - - this

3. Relative Pronoun: “which, who”
*H M) (Masculine); «*MO (Feminine); °t3\-”)‘0 / °t3\-““0’ (Neuter)

4. Reflexive Pronoun : “self”
MY or ¥ W (Masculine & Neuter) “self, himself, itself

AN or W (Feminine) “self, herself”
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5 Interrogative Pronoun : “who, when, what, which, why ?”
*¥ 9 (Masculine); **¥9 (Feminine); °tﬁ\”9 (Neuter)

6. Pronominal Adjectives:

Masculine & Neuter Feminine Meaning
eyl gy 3ly “every, all ”

Y JJ;» JTYR ” N “other, another”
.»))))NJU '*””))“’U’ “whole, entire”

Note: All pronouns have to be declined before being used in a sentence.

Self Study: Declined forms of pronoun which occur in basic Zoroastrian prayers:

Word Pronoun Case Number | Meaning

QWGP Demonstrative | Dative Singular For /unto this; unto him”
& Personal

GIMY Relative Accusative | Singular | Who

“G£9 Interrogative | Accusative | Singular Who, which?

.1,% Relative Nominative | Singular | Who

MG Y R My Relative Dative Singular For whom

DWEHY Interrogative | Dative Singular For whom?

YOI FOM Relative Genitive Singular Of / among whom

RAETIWRTIY Reflexive Genitive Singular Of the self
Pronominal Genitive Plural Of / among all

D VN JELH)

6xive b Adjective
.GPJV, Pronominal Accusative | Singular To another
Exercise:

1. Identify the types of pronouns and its gender and give its meaning:

Word

Type of pronoun

Gender

Meaning

o»ej_\))é

EVERRIY ™

Ny

..u))’).ugy

.g\ug)
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IX. NUMERALS

The numerals in Avesta are expressed only in words. There are no figures to indicate the
numerals. The following are the Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers. All numerals have to be

declined before being used in a sentence.

CARDINAL NUMBERS

.»))&u One -}»Aﬁﬁ*o“”t}ic{)’ Sixteen
NS Two JUBUYUELYNY Seventeen

ﬁé Three

JRBVHNEIGL Ejghteen

°E))“U{(/9“)’ Four

] R BUYBN L) Nineteen

JUPK LYY Five

SRR Twenty

°*0”))&J_({9 Six

oY ”J))C/D Thirty

JPCYPY  Seven

weusg)uylhup Fory

JHQ6Y  Eight

.uqou»wy%ue) Fifty

-J@*o»”cz:_c/y Sixty

JUBLY Ten

$IQIQ MY Seventy

JUOLYFTLNOLY Eleven

SIQIMAHY  Ejghty

JUBLaLNS Twelve

4””:9’)(/) Thirteen

NN Hundred

4“”:5)))49”}’ Fourteen

-“))3_“5“ ¥ Thousand

JUBNYUYEELL Fifteen

-g’)»»&*ﬂ Ten-thousand
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ORDINAL NUMBERS

They signify order of occurrence. They are derived from cardinal numbers.

.uoﬁolu@ First NBUYLN Y Twelfth
23003 Second -”ﬁj’jﬁé Thirteenth
.uuqoo’é Third -“i’j’j>)>é“)’ Fourteenth
-”JJ%Q@ Fourth PWpHaupEENe  Fifteenth
'”("\é”e Fifth '””_‘D*U””Cﬁié’ Sixteenth
.»)mAg({y Sixth MDBDYUOLYMY  Seventeenth
°”(/5“Y°QJ*’U’ Seventh NBUADEINHY  Ejghteenth
HGEVION  Eighth D080 8) Nineteenth
W) Ninth DGR Twentieth
HGEDPYY Tenth “’?"””’))(/J Thirtieth
.»”Luj;g»»&» Eleventh

Exercise:
1. Transliterate into Avesta, and identify the declined forms of ordinal numbers therein:

bityd vgdwyd, Urityd ava-tanuyo, thirya asa vahista, puxda vispa vohi
mazdadata aga-civra, xstvo yar ahmi xratus, haptado xratuma astomo yat
ahmi cistis, nauma cistiva.

Transliteration:

Ordinal Numbers:

Second: Third:
Fourth: Fifth:
Sixth: Seventh:
Eighth: Ninth:
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X. VERBS

Verbs are words that show action. In Avesta, the verbal formss indicate person (First,
second or third), numbers (Singular, dual or plural), tense (Present, past, future etc.) and
sometimes also auxiliary verbs (may, might, can, could etc.). Verbs are formed by adding
personal verbal terminations to infinitive bases/stems, which are modified forms of roots.

Adding personal verbal terminations
In Avesta verbs are formed by adding terminations of any of the eight tenses or moods.
These eight tenses or moods are further divided in two groups:
A. Conjugational or Special Tenses and Moods: Their personal verbal terminations are
added to infinitive bases/stems formed on the basis of the special rules of “Ten classes of
Conjugation.” Hence they are also called Special Tenses and Moods. They are:
1. Present Tense
2. Imperfect Tense (Generally signifies Past Tense)
3. Imperative Mood (Signifies order or command)
4. Potential Mood (Signifies Request)

B. Non-Conjugational or General Tenses and Moods: Their personal verbal
terminations are added to the infinitive bases/stems formed by a rule applied generally to
all roots. Hence they are also called General Tenses and Moods.

1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Perfect Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

1. Ten Classes of Conjugation

Every Avestan root belongs to one of the ten classes of Conjugation. A special base,
referred to as a tense stem, is formed from the root, depending on the class to which it
belongs. To this stem, the terminations of Conjugational Tenses and Moods are added.
The ten classes are sub-divided into Thematic and Non-thematic (or athematic) Classes.

Thematic Classes : Classes I, 1V, VI and X constitute the Thematic classes. These bases

end in = and have a standard base, that is they do not have strong and weak forms.

Class | Rules for forming the base Egs.

I Y — s added to the Guna form of —”))‘ﬂ<— ”—+))‘ﬂ<—“to carry” \/—i’)ﬁ
the root.

v L)~ s added to the root. - i’ji))iéﬂ— P P—+<“to work” \/_—52’)24’

Vi ¥ —ijs added to the root. —_"5”)“(%— Y —+“to venerate” \/_—5”)‘0
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Class

Rules for forming the base

Egs.

PIDV— js added to the Guna or

Vriddhi* form of the root.

_w33w) &)e— PPV —+<o cross”\/—i))i &

—L JJ»(G\]; D BV know”\/—(‘%;}

Non-thematic Classes: Classes Il, 111, V, VII, VIII and IX constitute Non-Thematic

classes. Its bases have strong and weak forms. The roots in their original forms are
regarded as weak bases.

Class | Rules for forming the base Egs.
] Personal terminations are | _,,,, . e J_ovl
directly added to the strong W 1o be, exist” -
or weak form of the root.
Strong bases are formed by (St)'l”))c” (Wk)'(7))G‘_“t° speak” \/_’7’)9
gunating the root.
: : 2
o Rootis Reduplicated ()= DL “to givelcreate/know” V=9
(Wk)=2+5
v N— (wk) / 1»1— (st) is (wk)—>}£>£5 <) + “to do” \/—i)iﬁ
added to the root. (st)—l”}i))iﬁ;
VIE | ko) =(st)  inserted | (wk)=F #2209 —to pour” —p3)2
into_the body of the root | —)'“P,)"
before the last consonant ’
3
VI T sy By )= s added | (st) 2212 (wk) =12 )= + “to injure” v—)?
to the root.
IX 4)—%s added to the root. —”P})é )= + “to love” \/_e))é

Note: A second example for each class is in the Self study which follows.

Rarely, a root may belong to more than one class and thus form their base in more than

one way. For Eg: \/_—5 YQ “to hide, to conceal” belongs to Class I as well as Class V1.

Self study:
1. Give the bases of the following roots according to the ten classes of Conjugation:

| Root | Base

! The vowel in the root is changed to its Guna form when it is a penultimate short vowel (except ¥-). The

vowel is changed to its Vriddhi form when it is final or when the penultimate vowel is ¥—=The vowel

remains unchanged when the root contains more than two consonants.
2 Reduplication means repeating some letters of the root according to certain rules. See Ch. XIII “Some
General Rules” for details.

® The roots of this class almost always end in }—

* &)—before the terminations >6—, ¥ &=, SV G-, VG,



1\/—£D “to become”

—0)N B

2\/—)@.\5 “to praisen

(st) —l“v’”, (wk) =)o

- -3 8[]t0 see”

(S)-E02 D29, (k)=

4\/—(‘&” ¥ Jto beseech” —LJ) (9\“" Ma
4\/—473% “to pass; to flow” —*“‘”é”))’
4\/_q>m “to ﬁght” - JJQJ)%

5\/—>)>” “to hear”

(st) —lﬂv))n, (WK) _>;>5n

V=) “to pound”

(st)—l*’vv, (wk)={

o\—2 E)>E &) “to ask”

B

=¥ “to think”

(st) ~& 2 12P, (wk) —& K 2)

8\/—3“?" “to stretch”

(st) —1“3”?". (Wk) —{ ¥

WY “to procreate” (evil)

_upqy

O\ §ZIP D “to break”

_‘UJJB%J)}»

10\/_—ﬁ’ b “to learn”

_uufj&ué,
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2. Conjugational Tenses and Moods

Each of the four Conjugational Tenses or Moods is formed by adding the personal verbal
terminations to the base formed according to the rules of Ten Classes of Conjugation.

There are two sets of termination for each of the four Tenses or Moods because each verb
is conjugated in two pada “steps”:

1. Parasmaipada (literally voice or step for another).! It is used when the action of the
verDb, or its consequence tends to a person or thing other than the doer.

2. Atmanepada (literally voice or step for one’s self).? It is used when the action of the
verb, or its consequence, is confined to the doer.

This rule is however not universally valid.

The two padas do not express any particular meaning while being translated. Most roots

are conjugated both in Parasmaipada and Atmanepada. However, the root \L—j“)‘b IS
conjugated in atmanepada only.

1. Present Tense
Personal Verbal terminations of PRESENT TENSE are added to the base of the root,
formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation.
Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural
| Person IG— Y- NYNG—
I Person Ny— - u(/) | Heo—
[l Person ’o 1,(/5 /L@_ )@%(u)_3
Atmanepada
Singular Plural
| Person yo- FOING—
Il Person Fow— )—(JJJ_B_
I11 Person Foe- Foee %< (9)-

Self study: 1. Prepare the Paradigm of 1\/{);5 “to carry”.

Class I, base —“))*ﬂ
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Dual Plural
| .ng?iﬁ .qu»»w’);ﬂ .quugw’)ﬂ
“| carry” “We two carry” “We carry”

L1t is also referred to as Active voice
2 1t is also referred to as Middle voice

% » given in brackets, is used when the base is not ending in +-

* Terminations starting with & / » and followed by a vowel, change the final ¥- of the base to /-
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I .JU»)).tﬂ - ..ué.u))ﬁ
“Thou carriest” “You carry”

gl .J@JJJ)JE .qu»))ﬂ .)qo;gg))ﬂ
“He/she/it carries” “They two carry” “They carry”

Atmanepada

Person | Singular Plural

! “I carry” ')'0))" ) “We carry” * YOOIV G *“’)*j

. “Thou carriest” ')00“’))”) i

I “He/shelit carries” ')UY“”))*LS “They carry” *JO® ¢ £)>ﬂ

2. Conjugation / Paradigm of 2\/—0’“ “to be” in Present Tense, * with meanings.

Class Il, Base =¥
Parasmaipada’

Person | Singular Dual Plural

I QS “Tam” i WY G“We are”

. WP “Thou art” ) OV “You are”

I IQBY “He/she/it is” °L ©% “They two are” | *X® % € “They are”

3. Meaning and explanation of some Present tense forms:

-’Q)’”G*“P))é): Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from \/—”)é “to love”,
Class 9, base —”P))g “We love”

«3GW¥: Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Singular from \/—U’““to be”, Class 2,
base —&’¥ “[ am”

«I0 ¥ € Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3™ Person, Plural from \/—U’“ “to be”,

Class 2, base -—’¥ “They are”

°)'9ﬁ’”é_”5”)‘0: Present Tense, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Plural from \L—j»m “to

venerate”, Class 6, base —¥ ;”)‘0 “We venerate”

4. Avesta equivalents of English words:
We two carry : -’Q)’“”*”))ﬂ Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Dual from

! This root has several irregular forms. Its inflected forms are found only in Parasmaipada (KE.Kanga, p193
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\/—i’>ﬁ “to carry”, Class 1, base -”))*ﬂ

He crosses: -JW*’JJ”’)*“@ Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from \/—
E}>£€J “to cross”, Class 10, base -+ *‘0“’6)

They two fight: -13?“’“("\”)‘{) Present Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Dual from
\/—QW “to fight”, Class 4, base —*’“Q”)‘O



2. Imperfect Tense
IMPERFECT TENSE is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperfect Tense is
generally used to indicate Past tense. However, it may also indicate an action without
reference to time and it can be general, past or future.

Parasmaipada
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Person Singular Dual Plural

l é— ) VG-

1 B - Do

i o G- 6%
Atmanepada

Person Singular Dual Plural

' — - EL AR

. By— - GEUS ]~

I Deo— )—oQon_ uqo,%‘(u)_

Self study:

1. Conjugation / Paradigm of 4\/—(9\” E/“{o beseech” in Imperfect Tense, with meanings.

Parasmaipada

Person Singular Dual Plural
I
.GEJJRJJJE/\ .u))wu(y\)u&\ .ung)(y\Ju&\
“I beseeched” “We two beseeched” “We beseeched”
I .1;)3(0\)»&/\ B .quuJ)c-’\)uE/\
“Thou beseeched” “You beseeched”
I .a\»uq)uﬁ/\ .gg@»u%)u&\ '?2“0’\“’&\
“He/she/it beseeched” | “They two beseeched” “They beseeched”
Atmanepada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
I .&»JJ@\J»&\ ) ._Jj)ugw,\)q)u&\
“I beseeched” “We beseeched”
Il .»Qy»u@\o»&/\ - .ggv{q»u(y\)u&\
“Thou beseeched” “You beseeched”
i ..ugo.uu(y\oue/\ .)-(Jqoaw.u(p\)u&\ .u@%uuqaut,/\
“He/she/it beseeched” “They two beseeched” | “They beseeched”

! The final vowel # is replaced by ¢ in Thematic classes. In Non-Thematic classes ¢ is used before the
personal verbal termination.
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2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperfect tense forms:
’ﬁ\_“ﬁ_‘ﬂ/’ﬁ\”!ﬁ_‘ﬂ: “He created/gave” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person,

Singular from 3\/—*_“9‘%0 create / to give”, Class 3, base =99 / éf’j
'ﬁ\‘“”i)ie): “He asked” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3™ Person, Singular from
6\/—”2)){6)‘%0 ask”, Class 6, base -””E))EGJ

40&5: “They carried” Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from

1\/—E}>ﬁ“to carry”, Class 1, base -»%:J
3. Avesta equivalents for English words:

Thou carried : 1’)5 Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 2™ Person, Singular from

1\/—5’)§ “to carry”, Class 1, base —*‘Oﬂ (L))*ih— ”'l‘”))*ﬂ)

He spoke: E’\l “)>G: Imperfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from

2\/—7’)6 “to speak”, Class 2, base -l“))G

He venerated : “’?"_"5“)‘0 Imperfect Tense, Atmanepada, 3" Person, Singular from

6\L—5” PO “to venerate”, Class 6, base —_”5 i ab)

3. Imperative Mood
Personal Verbal terminations of IMPERATIVE MOOD are added to the base of the root,
formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation. Imperative Mood is used to
express order or command. In English it is expressed by using modal auxiliary verbs like
‘should’ and ‘must.”*
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Plural

I N DG

. < 9—(non-thematic). No termination in thematic classes. | -

1T o Y5 (2)-
Atmanepada

Person Singular Plural

I Fo)w— YOI NG

. L) 3(»)-2 ceus ]

i CR - GR© R (¥)-

! The imperative, especially 2" person, is also used to denote advise, request, threat, invitation, or desire.
2 0% in the Gathas.

* 629 in the Gathas.
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Self study:
1. Conjugation / Paradigm of 1\/—{)5 “to carry” in Imperative Mood, with meanings.

\/—05 “to carry”, Class 1, base -”))*j
Parasmaipada

Person | Singular Plural

I “I must carry” "’}*“))*LS “We must carry” °”G*“))*j
. “Thou must carry” -»))»Jl “You must carry” '”?"“55
I “He/she/it must carry” "(““))”J “They must carry” ¢ ¥ i))ﬂ

Atmanepada
Person | Singular Plural
I “I must carry” ')01*“))& “We must carry” °)‘9j’“G*”))*j
. “Thou must carry” '“Q)”)“))*j “You must carry” °G£U~{C°\”))*j
I “He/she/it must carry” 'GJ%?"“%LS “They must carry” *G X % i)ﬂ

2. Meaning and explanation of some Imperative Mood forms:

0 5L8/G: “He should speak” Imperative Mood, Parasmaipada, 3™ Person, Singular from

2\/—7’)6 “to speak”, Class 2, base -l‘”))G

4. Potential Mood
POTENTIAL MOOD is formed by adding its Personal Verbal terminations to the base of
the root, formed according to the rules of ten classes of Conjugation.? Potential Mood
implies the potentiality or possibility of the action to be performed. It is expressed by
using modal auxiliary verbs like ‘can, could, may or might.’
Parasmaipada

Person Singular Plural
Thematic CI. Non-thematic CI. Thematic CI. Non-thematic CI.
| fol SR — NEGI-— DERID—
Il Ay9— puII— HQoI— DI
1 ﬁ\o_ g\wu_ ggu_ b{.u_

! Since the root belongs to thematic class, no termination is added.
% The Potential mood Thematic terminations are regarded as those of Imperfect tense prefixed with an —,
and Non- Thematic terminations as those of of Imperfect tense prefixed with a— .
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Atmanepada
Person Singular Dual Plural
| DI - ELIT-AE
I DEI— _ wa(&’—
11 NI )—QQOJ_ 402’)1».)3_1
Self Study:

1b. Conjugation / Paradigm of G\L—j ¥ M<to venerate”? in Potential Mood.
\/:j PMy “to venerate”, Class 6, base —‘”j b

Atmanepada
Person | Singular Dual Plural
L [eeasep - HOING NS Hs

“I may venerate”

“We may venerate”

‘”&l&_‘”}“?‘{)

“Thou mayest venerate”

(G ISREON S 1

“You may venerate”

o»@&-&lj»m

“He/she/it may venerate”

YOREOLIM My

“They two may venerate”

.-L(_)i))w.)t)juyo

“They may venerate”

Exercise:

1. Make an alphabetical list of all the roots studied by you.

2. The meanings and roots of some verbal forms are given below. Please give their
Tense/Mood, pada, person, number and base:

Verbs with Meanings

Root

Tense/Mood, pada, person & number

«39elsIp “Dost Thou show”

2\ B9 “to show”

->§’°l ”3G “He should speak”

\ -7’@ “to speak”

AT <R N “He should come”

2\ -G E/\“to come”

'ﬁ\fj PY  “He created/gave”

V-0 give / create”

°£\l *’))G “He spoke”

\ -7))6 “to speak”

must

.)-oawau))»))é) “I

believe”

24 ))”L?“to believe”

'1”>ﬂ) “Thou carried"

\ -i)ﬁ “to carry”

! The termination ** $¢ 39— s used for Classes 1,4,6,9, and 10.

2 iﬁ»m is conjugated in Atmanepada only.
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.J@m))w))-tj “We two carry” v -2))5 “to carry”

QWY “am” V-4 “to be”
”Q)’”G*“}toé “We love” V -'t’))é “to love”
'3\””2)26 “He asked” V -”E))EQJ “to ask”
'?E%“J “They carried” \ -i))ﬂ “to carry”
IO EY  “They are” V-0 4o be”

Special form: The word ')0””1 “Thou should be banished”, occurring in the Kem na

Mazda prayer, is from v -8 “to flee” . Since it is a thematic class root, no personal
verbal termination is added for Imperative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2™ person, singular.

3. Non-conjugational Tenses and Moods

There are four Non-Conjugational tenses and moods:
1. Future Tense

2. Perfect Tense

3. Aorist Tense (Signifies Past Tense)

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood (Signifies Blessings)

They are also called General tenses and moods because the base of any one particular
tense or mood is formed by one general rule which is applied to all roots. The rules of Ten
Classes of Conjugation do not apply here.

1. Future Tense

The base for Future Tense is formed by adding *0— or ¥2PU— to the root or its guna

form. To the base thus formed the terminations of Present Tense, Imperfect Tense or
Imperative Mood are added.

Egs: «Jo©? ”CZ—_’_E))” b “he will work.” Future Tense, Atmanepada, 3™ Person, Singular
from N=9 £7£§ “to work.” Base -“t}_’_i)”§
'ﬁ\” PPUPS “he will show.” Future Tense, Parasmaipada, 3™ Person, Singular from

V=239 “to show.” Base -¥ )2

2. Perfect Tense
The Perfect Tense is used more in the Gathic dialect and very sparsely in rest of the
scriptures. It indicates the state arrived at as a result of an action. The Perfect tense is
formed by reduplicating the root and then adding the following terminations:
Parasmaipada

Singular Dual Plural

| Person v - ne—
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Il Person ”é_ - N
11T Person o o £)u_
Atmanepada
Singular Dual Plural
| Person Fo- - -
I Person Fo»— - -
11T Person Yo Yo w— yo)

Egs: .«¥OVOVQO “he has / had formed.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3 Person,
Singular from V=% “to form.” Base -0 V¢

“’G)))”)” “we have / had heard.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
\/—;)” “to hear.” Base )

‘i’)“?"fj 53“))”’ b “they two have / had worked.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Dual from \/_—jil)ib “to work.” Base - E,)“”*”é?

3. Aorist Tense
The word Aorist indicates an indefinite tense and is generally translated as Imperfect
tense.’. It may also be used to indicate the completion of an action. The Aorist tense is
found especially in the Gathas.

There are four ways in which the base of the Aorist Tense is formed. All the four forms
take on the terminations only of Imperfect Tense:
1. Root Aorist: It is formed by adding the terminations of Imperfect Tense directly to the

root. Egs: *¥ &9 “we gave.” Root Aorist, Parasmaipada, 1* Person, Plural from
V=8 o give.”

g
fj“’éi’”é’ “we believed.” Root Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Plural from \/—))”é’

“to believe.”

2. ¥ Aorist: It is formed by adding #— to the root, and then adding the terminations of
Imperfect Tense.

Egs: -ﬁ\” " “he became.” ¥ Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from \/—«j) “to

become.”

°£\£)>”9 (or lﬁ\i))l?)’) “he did.” ¥ Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3 Person, Singular from
\/—57@ “to do.”

! In several instances the Imperfect Tense and the Aorist Tense are used indiscriminately (Kanga, p.311)
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3. ¥/ » Aorist: It is formed by adding ¥&’— to the root, and then the terminations of
Imperfect Tense are added.

Egs: -8\”0’39”@” “he stood.” & Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3 Person, Singular from
=R 4 stand.”

-«30’*“)) “I gave, | dedicated.” ¥ Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Singular from \/—*“))

“to give.”
4. Reduplicated Aorist: It is formed by reduplicating the root, and then adding the
terminations of Imperfect Tense.

Eg: 'ﬁ’\“‘o’l’ﬁ&_‘ﬂ “he showed.” Reduplicated Aorist, Parasmaipada, 3rd Person,
Singular from V=29 “to show.” Reduplicated base @’1’}&_‘9

4. Precative or Benedictive Mood
The Precative or Benedictive Mood is used when blessings or benedictions are to be
showered. It is formed by adding the following terminations directly to the root.
Parasmaipada

Person Singular | Plural

| RN | NGLI-

1 .gwu_ MO

il .a\wJJ_ .b%JJ_

Egs: *8#39§ “mayest thou be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2™ Person, Singular from
\/—fj) “to become.”
«DGHI “may we be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
\/—fj) “to become.”
SIS “mavest thou give.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2™ Person, Singular from
V=9 “to give.”
Atmanepada
In Precative Mood, verbal forms of only 3" Person Plural *OE))“’“— are met with:
“(.)E’““’B “may they be.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3™ Person, Plural from
\/—fj) “to become.”
'*OE%‘”J-’G”&/\“may they reach.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3™ Person, Plural from

\/—G”tﬁ/\ “to reach.”
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Subjunctive Mood: Over and above the 8 Tenses and Moods, the Subjunctive mood, is

used either to express wish and expectation or for emphasis. It is formed by adding =¥ to
the verbal stem and then the terminations of Present or Imperfect tense are added.

Eg: '8\*“”{){6): “He asked.” Imperfect Tense, subjunctive mood, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Singular from 6\/—1’2)26) “to ask”, Class 6, base —ws’)w, subjunctive mood

base —*“”i)ie).

Exercise:
1. Give with meanings the grammatical formations of the following words studied by you
in this chapter:

yownpg) wb -
22y

WY
.»g)’)mn;
)
.{)u@iujg))u))wéa :

.bgawug»&\:
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XI. PARTICIPLES

Participles are Verbal nouns and adjectives, which generally qualify a noun, but also
retain some properties of Verbs. The base of Participles is formed in two steps - first by
modifying the root and then adding terminations to it.
There are four Participles in Avesta:

1. Present participle

2. Future participle

3. Perfect participle

4. Past participle

1. Present Participle
To form Present participle, the root is modified according to the rule of ten classes. Then
t’\(”)—ﬂ(wk) or t’.\%(“)—(st) is added to form Present participle Parasmaipada; and

»)¢—Lor #Jw-2 {0 form Present participle Atmanepada.
Egs:
a. E’\% 2o ¢l “obtaining.” Present participle parasmaipada from “/_—j«‘é “to

obtain.”

b. 'E’.\% ””E’E &) “asking.” Present participle parasmaipada from 6\/—”2,)2 &) “to ask.”
C. *¥)GIP MY “following.” Present participle atmanepada from 1\/—)J LY “to follow.”

d. M)V “prajsing.” Present participle atmanepada from 2\/—)?"”['“‘[0 praise.”

2. Future Participle

To form Future participle, the root is modified by adding #3U)— (rarely ¥&0-) to it.
Then &(#)—(wk) or ﬁ\% (9)=[I(st) is added to form Parasmaipada; and #}&—"or ) &—

“Mto form Atmanepada.®
Egs:

a. t‘;\y‘é 2P0 J“will become.” Future participle parasmaipada from \/—«j) “to become”
b. '”}G”‘H“UE))ELP “will be working” Future participle atmanepada from \L—ﬁi’ié[l

“to work”

! Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

2 Added when the root belongs to non-thematic classes.

® Added when the root belongs to thematic classes.

* Added when the root belongs to non-thematic classes.

® These terminations are same as those of Present Participle Atmanepada and Parasmaipada.
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3. Perfect Participle

The Perfect participle, is formed by reduplicating the root and then adding &’34+)—(st) or

40— (wk)[for Parasmaipada; and ¥}~ for Atmanepada.
Egs:
a. “O’éﬂ:‘é? (wk) or W30S (‘3\'84? (st) “has known.” Perfect participle parasmaipada

from \/_-ﬁ%? “to know” (_-ﬁéé? is the condensed form of_-j””é;)
b. «¥ t“ﬁ YAV “has held.” Perfect participle atmanepada from \/—’) 9 “to hold”

4. Past Participle

Past participle passive: It is formed by adding +¢°— directly to the root. Sometimes the
root may be gunated. Egs:

a. “’?"’)*’5 “done” . From \/—2))25 “to do”
b. “’?"E))E G “died.” Past participle passive from \/—£))£ G “to die.”
C. *¥QIOX “formed.” Past participle passive from V=0# € “to form.”

d. '“?““))’ “dead.” Past participle passive from \/—(/J’))’ “to pass away.”

Very rarely #]—is also used instead of %% — to form Past participle passive.
Egs:
a. ¥ ti’ié) “filled.” Past participle passive from \/—f))fﬂ “to fill.”

b. '”t&”&({)‘ “exhausted.” Past participle passive from \/-’d}_&)’ “to exhaust.”

Past participle active is formed by adding ti\“”— to Past participle passive. Egs:
a. 'ﬁ\”))”@‘o)”é “has worked.” Past participle active from \L—5£}>£é “to work.”

b. t‘;\”))”t*“)‘b “has been propitious” Past participle active from \/—“’)‘0 “to be
propitious.”

Self study:

1. Identify the participle, and give the meaning, roots and base of the following words:

a. 'ﬁ\%“JJQ’”&\“beseeching” Present Participle Parasmaipada from —C’\” E/\“to
beseech”

b. '”}*”(/Jﬁ “creating” Present/Perfect Participle Atmanepada from v =%9 o

create”

C. ¥ QD Y| “hound” Past Participle Passive from =9 % ¥ “to bind”
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d. 'ﬁ\fc‘ ”7*13 “carrying” Present Participle Parasmaipada from —E))ﬁ “to carry”
e.:206 ‘Zi’_uhas gone” Perfect Participle Parasmaipada from V—6#Q  “to go”

f. '”@({?’ “spoke” Past Participle Passive from V=) “to speak”

g.’*O’J)j’j (wk) or 'UJ”U{P\f‘ﬁ (st) “has created.” Perfect participle parasmaipada

from \/—"‘_“j “to create”

2. Give with meanings the following participle forms :
a. Present participle Atmanepada from VAR TRCR praise” : ¥ NV “praiging ”

b. Present participle Parasmaipada from 5\/—””“‘[0 hear”: E’.\% LWL P))i’ “hearing.”

c. Perfect participle Atmanepada from \/—fj “to forsake”: °“{*“_U“ “has been

forsaken.”

e. Past participle passive from \/—S*’)‘b “to venerate”; *¥ O M) “venerated.”

XIl. DERIVATIVE VERBS

Derivative Verbs modify or alter the meaning of the root. Then the personal verbal
terminations of conjugational tenses and moods are attached. There are five derivative
verbs:

1. Frequentative or Intensive verb

2. Desiderative Verb

3. Denominative or Nominal Verb

4. Causal Verb

5. Incohative Verb

1. Frequentative or Intensive verb
It is used to signify the repetition or intensity of the action denoted by the root.
The base is formed in 3 ways as follows:
A. By reduplicating the root.

Eg.: <V¥G¢ 25239’ “We frequently do”. Frequentative Verb, Present tense,
Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from \/—i))iﬁ “to do”

B. By adding #— to the reduplicated root.

Eg.: 'ﬁ\”)”?‘”?" “He frequently interrupted” Frequentative Verb, Imperfect tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from \/—))“?" “to cross, to intercept”

C. By adding % 37—to the reduplicated root.

Eg: 't%’j‘()i)*“)“They frequently wounded” Frequentative Verb, Imperfect tense,

Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from \/—&J_”))“to wound”
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2. Desiderative Verb
The Desiderative verb signifies that the agent desires, or is about to perform the action

denoted by the root. The base is formed by adding V- to the reduplicated form of the

root.
Egs.:

CAREND <X gtk w\“they wish to live.” Desiderative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada,
3" person, Plural from \/—’tJ/\“to live”
b. '*“?"”CZLE))j’ﬁ_’j “He desires to see.” Desiderative Verb, Imperfect tense,

Atmanepada, 3" Person, Singular from \/—”2))_@ “to see”

3. Denominative or Nominal Verb
They are verbs formed from nouns. The base can be formed in three ways:
A. By adding personal verbal terminations directly to nouns. Egs.:

a. °)0?°7"c“2 W “They lead” . Denominative Verb, Present tense, Atmanepada, 3"
Person, Plural from “’“” “head.”
b, +3QIR)BMce) “He fights.” Denominative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada, 3"

Person, Singular from #]¥t0ge) “battle.”

B. By adding #— to the noun. Eg.:
a. "Y‘”“U‘J”)&” “He harms, injures.” Denominative Verb, Present tense,

Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from -UJ”}&” “harm, injury.”

C. By adding % ¥2—to the noun after dropping its final vowel. Eg.:
a. WP “We are indebted, grateful.” Denominative Verb, Present tense,
Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from ¥ 907 “indebtedness”

4. Causal Verb
The Causal Verb conveys that a person or thing causes or makes another person or thing

to perform the action denoted by the root. The base is formed by adding +3?¥—to the
Guna or Vriddhi form of the root*. Egs.:

a. 'ﬁ\” J“’(f’\&”é “he caused to know, he made known, he informed.” Causal Verb,

Imperfect tense, Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from \/ﬂJ-/ﬁ “to know”

! For Guna or Vriddhi of root, the same rule applies as in the 10" Class of Conjugation.
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b. +900 % I 0 ”%‘*’6}’1 “they cross down, they distribute.” Causal Verb, Present tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Plural from \/—E))EQJ “to cross”. With prefix -2}

C. "’Y"")O-’-’”))*“’>” “He causes to hear, he chants” from V ) “to hear”

5. Incohative Verb

The incohative verb indicates the beginning of an action. It is formed by adding *-to
the root. Egs.:

a. 'ﬁ’\”” é”@ “he began to grow warm.” Incohative Verb, Imperfect tense,
Parasmaipada, 3" Person, Singular from Y—&)#®“to heat”

b. %’f””){}’_ “he began to proceed.” Incohative Verb, Imperfect tense, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Singular from V=80 “to go”

C. IIND 3051 “it begins to wane” Incohative Verb, Present tense, Parasmaipada, 3

Person, Singular from = 5021 “to wane”

Exercise:
1. Give the formations of Derivative Verbs in a tabulated form :
Derivative Verb Modification of root (if any) | Termination (if any)

Frequentative

Desiderative

Denominative

Causal

Incohative
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XII. PARTICLES

Particles enhance the meaning and sense of the other parts of speech like the Nouns,
Adjectives, Verbs and Participles. Particles can be classified into Adverbs, Prepositions,
Conjunctions and Prefixes. Except for a few Adverbs, particles are not declined. There are
several particles which can be used either as adverbs, prepositions or prefixes.

1. Adverbs
There are two types of Adverbs:

A. Primary adverbs: These are adverbs of manner, place and time, which are not
derived from other words and are generally not declined.

ol t“é”)“b, '”é”)‘ﬁ “as, just as, in which manner” °”)>”EJ “before”
‘”32(/93}’, '*“(/2“5, '“(/D>5 “how, how much, in | **99, Lt el
what manner?” “when?”

oM Q”C/J”, '“(/9” “thus, so, in this manner” BDRY “always”
'E’\”*”, 'E’.\”, « QD “then, thereupon” Gy “whenever”
'”(°\“?° “there” °G£))>¥, <) “now” '“C”\’, '“C”\“ “here”
PRM, ‘B “indeed, ) &) “around, about, | *¥ (?\“ 9, ‘“)é) 5
surely, certainly” except” “where?”

MM VDY cafter” SO “above, on” eI G o™y e “pot”

B. Secondary adverbs: These are adverbs derived mainly from nouns, adjectives and
participles. They are generally declined.

w0l o will b ?_ij “long” et JJ Y “truly, surely”

'*0272 “aright, truly” '£,>(jj’}’ “clearly, visibly” '2/“’)”?’ ¥ ¥ “inside”

. »3 jﬁ “far” .»)) 20359} “outside” -23\“ 9PY “immediately”

SNy, ')’0?‘”“’?"&”””)‘0 “for ever, for eternity”
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In Avesta, prepositions are generally inbuilt in the declined forms of nouns, adjectives,
participles and pronouns. Hence they are not often used separately in an Avestan sentence.
When prepositions are separately used, they are meant to determine the case more
precisely. They generally precede the words they govern. If they occur after the word,
they are referred to as post-positions. Many prepositions are also used as prefixes, in

which case they are attached to the word.

+3¢)9¥ “on, around, upon, from, after, near”

.u‘” “On”

+2 |99 “on, about, for, concerning”

. ’)) it (‘"\” “beneath, under”

D)L “agreeable to, in accordance”

«M))Y o near, down, off”

'ﬁ’.\” G “along with, together with”

oM e)_u “away”

"”))*’?" “over, across, through”

« &V “near, towards, upto, at”

WP URY “fiom” HRUY “with”

3. Conjunctions
Conjunctions or conjunctive particle show association
sentences. Some common conjunctive particles are:

between two words, phrases or

/<289 “als0, even, moreover, though” e M Q) “and”
e (°\’ YOMO ,_”5)'0)‘0 “if, although” '23\” W '23\“’ “but”
'_'35 ; 'ﬁ\” ¥ “because” ctwls o

Enclitic Conjunctions:

Enclitic conjunctions always cling on to one of the two words that they connect.

*P )M “and” is an enclitic particle which joins two words or sentences. '23\’ P “etcetera” is
an indefinite particle. It gives an idea of related things connected to the word it clings to.
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A Prefix is a particle placed before nouns, adjectives, participles or verbs. They either
negate, modify or emphasise the meaning of the word. A prefix may or may not be
conjoined to the word. Prefixes which are not conjoined to the word are referred to as
separable prefix. Some common prefixes are:

1 ) ) .
et EEER S P Implies negation, want of. “no, not without, away”

—”}) é, —“A é “forth, forwards, excessive, prominent, out of , free from”

—t‘é?, —sb “apart, separate from, contrary to, away, against”

—f))” © ¥ ¥ “between”

—Q”Q}’,—G&)’,—G % “together, with, completely, wholly”

—”5” 8, —1’))“6 “far

away”

—E))“?", —%’“Y" “over,

across, away, opposite, evil”

—&\“G “with, together with,

including”

—IQI Mgy “hack, again,

near, nearby, towards”

=2/ ¢y “round about,

around”

—9)/=))  “high,

out; exclusive of”

upwards;

=N <“after, along,

according to”

=PV =209 “gufficiently,
abundantly”

-4 “to, at, towards, near”

—NY “pear, by down,

away, towards”

—’Uf“’, -9 “towards,

upon, around”

49, -9 “bad, evil,

contemptible”

—2¢)9 9 “fyl] of, around,

behind, near, in on”

=) “good, well, beautiful, proper”

1

—% s used before consonants and —} %

before vowels.
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XIV. SOME GRAMMATICAL RULES

1. Reduplication

Reduplication is the rule, wherein the consonant in a root before the vowel and sometimes
also the vowel of the root are doubled according to certain rules.

Whereas all roots belonging to the third class of conjugation have to be reduplicated to
form the base, there are some other grammatical forms like Perfect Tense, Reduplicated
Aorist Tense, Perfect Participle, Frequentative Verb and Desiderative Verb which require
the root to be reduplicated to form the base.

Though technically any root can be reduplicated, only a select few belong to the third
class of conjugation.

Rules for reduplicating the root:
1. Guttural Consonants are prefixed by their corresponding palatal ones. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

V=129 o de” —Juasy )b up

V-£)¢9 to do ~Deae)gy '

\/—G”@, “to come; go” —G”@,“ﬁ/\ —G9w

2. Aspirate consonants are prefixed by their corresponding unaspirate forms. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

V- "o please” -Jeed»s ) \eody oy

3. The long vowel is substituted either by short vowel or corresponding diphthong. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

3\/_ wey “to give, create” —wano _ C°\fﬁ

W-25 o see” —HRR2D —2999

4. When the root begins with two consonants only the first consonant, in its unaspirated
form, is used in the reduplicative syllable. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)
V- WD “to fill, increase” _W)dw 6 -

\/—’7(/3 “to nourish” _{)é )0 -

\/_>)>ao “to hear” YIS -
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5. = and—&)» are substituted by —¥’ as the reduplicative syllable. Eg:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)

\/_wgon “to stand” EFTIVEVIRTIY -

N =30 gy 35 “to see” ERCPTPSECRTY -

6. The first consonant and vowel are repeated. Egs:

Root Meaning Reduplicated form | Reduplicated form
(strong) (weak)
\/—CZL”?O “to form” ST _

\L—jﬁié’ “to work” _—5252”*“4? _

2. Compounds

When two words come together to form a new word, it is referred to as a compound. The
first component of a compound may be a noun, pronoun, adjective, participle, numeral or
root, and the second component may be a noun, participle or a root. Such a compound is
treated as one word. The compound expresses various relations which may exist between
the two components.

In Avesta, though compounds generally have two components, rarely compounds with
three or four components are also found.
The meaning of the compound invariably expresses something more than the individual

components. For instance, '>Q}’<(’fj “country” and *¢+#¢&) “lord” when joined into a

compound word becomes <234 ¢)-) TR 9 “master of the country.”

When the first component of a compound is a noun ending in *3¥— }¥— - H_ these
letter/s generally change to 1>—For instance,

“teachings of Ahura” 'L{Z{&”ﬁﬁ\—l%b’” é’”@&”ﬁﬁ\ + '“’))Q)"“

There are four types of compounds:
1. Determinative Compound: The second component of the compound tells us about the

first component. For instance, +3%% ¢)—=2) G} master of the house.”

2. Attributive Compound: An Attributive compound tells us something more than each of
the individual components of the compound. This compound is generally used as an
adjective.

For instance, “creations originating from Asha” * ”)) é IN—DHHN & “origin” '”)) C/) IV
+ “Asha” +¥0¥
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3. Copulative Compound : It comprises of two nouns and is always declined in the dual

number. For instance, ¥ ’49—”“’6) “animal and man.”

4. Adverbial compound: The first component of this compound is an adverb or a particle,
which tells us more about the second component, which invariably is a noun.

For instance, ¢ ¥ f‘j—-’))-’ ¥¢J “around the country.”

3. Insertion of redundant letters

In Avesta, certain letters are inserted into words under certain conditions. These letters
merely have a phonetic value and do not alter the meaning of the word.

1. Epenthisis: When the Avestan letters t, ¢, d, 6, n, n, », p, f, b, r or w are preceded by
any vowels except i or 7, and followed by i, 7, €, e or y aredundant i is inserted between
the consonant and its preceding vowel. This rule is called Epenthesis.

Egs: haidya “truth”; mruidi “thou shouldst speak”; aiwyo “for the waters”; bavaiti
“becomes”; nairya “manly”; maibya “with the two of us”.

When the letters ru or rv follows a or o, a redundant u is inserted between these two
letters.
Egs: aurvanpto “swift horses”; auruga “white”; paurvata “two mountains”; pouru “first”

2. Anaptyxis: It is the insertion or addition of a letter for phonetic value. The letter by
itself is considered redundant and is not counted as a syllable while considering the metre.

It often develops after ‘r’ and regularly after final ‘r’. Generally 2 or 5 is used as an
anaptytic vowel, but rarely a, i or 6 are also used.

Egs: vaxadra “word”; fara “forth”; antara “between” hvara “sun”; §yaoana “action.”

3. Prothesis: When a word begins with r or 2. i or u is introduced in the beginning of the
word.
Egs: irinaxti “he lets go”; irisyeiti “he is hurt”; urvan “soul”, i¥yejagh “destruction.”

4. Strong and Weak bases

In certain consonantal declensions and verbal forms, there are two inter-changeable
bases—strong and weak. The terminations they take govern the form that they would
assume. These forms have only phonetic value and do not alter the meaning.

Declensions (Consonantal Bases):
For declensions of consonantal bases, the strong base is formed either by strengthening

the penultimate vowel (Egi°}’*”/:’<—}’“§) or by inserting a nasal consonant before the

final consonant (Eg:-lﬁ\%' ”))*ﬂ<—°t3\”))*ﬂ).

Sometimes, the base is weakened by omitting the penultimate vowel from the crude form

Eg:'tl”&”<—°¥”>>”d-’_”or .)J,l:)j(_.)u@’]ﬁjj
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The Strong form is required for the addition of the following terminations:

Nominative singular, dual and plural (masculine & feminine), Nominative plural (neuter)
Accusative singular and dual (masculine & feminine), Accusative plural (neuter),
Instrumental, Dative and Ablative plural, and VVocative of all genders and numbers.

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

Verbs:
The Strong form is required for the addition of the following terminations:
Present Tense: Parasmaipada — | singular, 11 singular, 111 singular,

Imperfect Tense: Parasmaipada — | singular, 11 singular, 111 singular,

Imperative Mood: Parasmaipada — I singular, dual, plural; I11 singular
Atm. — | singular, dual, plural

The rest of the terminations are added to the weak forms.

5. Infinitive form of verbs
The infinitive form of the verb is generally always in the dative case and is formed by

adding 2*¥229— to the root. They generally function as nouns rather than verbs. Egs:
\= ;024’ “to work™. Infinitive *? 39 ;il)ié’ “in order to work”
\/—E’_Ej “to tear”. Infinitive *24 J_’ji))_iﬁ “in order to tear”

6. Gerund or Verbal Nouns

When a Primary noun is formed by adding “Uf(/)—,””?"—, P®—and #- directly to

the root, or its guna form, it is referred to as Gerund or Verbal noun. It works as a present
participle form. Egs:

“proceeding” '”U{(/J £>”f ”)) é «— “U{(IJ + “to walk (forth)” \/_’)M)J(u’) é)
“praising” '”V"l”\’“’ «— P+ “to praise” V-1
“accepting” '*”“%”Q’,—’J’” «— ¥+ “o accept” V—>”Q2(ﬁ’”)

“rejecting” 'w“fﬁ—’?‘””fﬂ «— ¥+ %o forsake” \/—}”,)(J?“”e))
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XV. TRANSLATION

1. Syntax - Formation of Sentences

After learning the Avestan alphabets and formation of words, we now study the formation
of a sentence in Avesta. The rules governing arrangement of words in a sentence is
referred to as Syntax. The following are integral parts of a sentence:

1. Nouns, Adjectives, participles, numerals and pronouns. They are declined.

2. Particles such as adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions which lend clarity to a
sentence. They are generally not declined.

3. Verbs, indicating the tense, mode (use of auxiliary verbs like may, can, could, should,
has, have, let etc.), person and number. They take on personal verbal terminations.

Example of an Avestan sentence:
.8‘\”“) “Then” Particle (Adverb)

-&\l *’))G “Said” Verb
-?_”25”6 'L’)’U’“ “Ahura Mazda” Noun.

Some syntax rules to be observed while forming a sentence in Avesta:

1. There are no articles (a, an, the) in Avesta.

2. Generally, in a sentence, the subject comes first, then the object and finally the verb.
Certain verbs precede the subject and the object. However, when certain verbs like
aoxta, mraot and parasat are to be emphasized, they generally precede the subject.

3. Adjectives and participles agree in gender, number and case with the noun or pronoun
they qualify.

4. Pronouns agree in gender, number and person with the noun for which they stand.

5. Adjectives generally follow the noun they qualify. However there are exceptions to this
rule. Adjectives signifying size always come before the nouns they refer to.

6. Pronominal and numeral adjectives come before the nouns they qualify.

7. The verb agrees in the number and person with its subject. However, collective nouns
take a verb in the singular.

Following are a few sentences from Avesta into English, and from English into Avesta.
Most of them have been gleaned from texts like Khordeh Avesta, Yasna and Videvdad.

2. Translate from Avestato English

°.'-9f§5»g .’lg)))qyu .a\lu’)g .a\»w

“Then Ahura Mazda spoke.”

-,-.LG,_];»U DGR Gl

| am Haoma.
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.. ol}’é}& oﬂ)@»&”“&)))»ej o)UJJ oG)QO
Thou art the son of Pourushaspa.

e IQIMEY WG N .g.g’)oué; GEPyw
Ahuna Vairya protects the body.

.GE’)w@nwé; .wﬂ .ngﬂ)Qgg_))j

He gave help to the deserving.

.)9})»@‘»5»% GO .Ggml»’)m

We venerate blessed Sraosha.

....J(@Ju_uég))q ) 'E’\”ﬁ .JQoJ)-UJ/JrUJy) g .g‘\uﬁ

When does the moon begin to wax, when does the moon begin to wane?

we08ug w0 )epw SHOR g2 NG

Homage unto Thee, O Ahura Mazda !

....)-(JQO(?))G HO6 »0@ .onl_»j

The Zaotar (Chief Priest) speaks forth unto me.

‘.-.Jw%u(,)éuw DG NI '?j‘jj“G .L’))Qy» .g\lu)g

Ahura Mazda spoke unto Spitama Zarathushtra.

ﬁ\”éfﬁ”’b .»y»u).wqo» .uy{)»))qy .wug .L%Qyu

Ahura Mazda created forth the sun and stars.

.%)’@%})éu’—))j .Lgnuufgjug .)ogw’)»»»))é)

| believe in Mazdayasni Zaratushtrian (religion).

wenalug FOWILN Y 6 .u»ua/\

Come to my help O Mazda!

‘,-.ggél»% .quol(_,)m)@: .)—0.)))@»1»
| praise well-done action.

°.°oJQ°J-u))Jﬂ cGELY NNBHHL .w}
The righteous man brings water.
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‘.'-J_wjuyo -gg)w@b&»é») GER YT Eo 'G£’>”Q°W
| venerate fire, the beneficent warrior.

G R)Ipt 7Ulé; weysols wwalng ooy
| attribute all goodness unto Ahura Mazda.

SIVISNTIO T EPTILS .»yngnou))))) D HpBLYY LD GO

He (Ahura Mazda ) created corn?, and He created water and good plants.

3. Translate from English to Avesta
We venerate Ahura Mazda

wHOIRG R HHy G ATNG ~G£,>>U’“

The moon shines at night.

.)@Juaguylu)) .)o;éu(jp_éy -1’0’59“6

Homage unto Thee, O bright Dawn!
wIGH| M) .&qo g BNGE)

For destroying (lit. cutting) all demons.

TGR|II LS N3 APTIERIC .Jwé»p

Zarathushtra sang forth the five Gathas.

.g\uJJu)).w))nu))Q .Ew(/)w@ “”}’9?”6) °1>))?°“0>(/)”))_”5

Zarathushtra asked Ahura Mazda.

‘-”GJE'Q}”G .gg))qyu .'.]e))qo-toklj”))_“j 'ﬁ\“”i’)fﬁ

Ahura Mazda created the creations.

(R YL QR pualug °12’)>U'”

| praise (and) | invoke the souls of the righteous ones.

‘.'-G;E-}’LUCZJ_» .'l?;w»))) -JGEJJ‘M .nguqo.u

LFrom "V=39) “to attribute”, base 2¥}I)

% Though the primary meaning of the word *¥ 0¥ is “righteousness”, it is also used in the sense of “corn,

flour.”
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Ahura Mazda created forth the sun, stars, moon, water, earth, fire and animals.

VPGEOW «DPGEPIBNG .uymu’w@m .uy{)u))gy .wug .L)))Qy.u
.g\»éﬂ»)é DpPBLY) By .uygg)u@w PGS RS

Zarathushtra is the messenger of Ahura Mazda.

rorpn uSug o s -Desbaas

Best Righteousness is good.
R R T -(wlé GEloN

| praise righteousness.
‘.‘ogiwﬂ OJGLN@D

4. Specimen Translation of a text -SROSH BAJ
wepualng .)OU»%U» )b D w ey
DPBY GOy N L 7@1@ G
DAGRPY LI sdPBY QRN
eogy wyaeipal Sapp EEy
2 She 2)aSuun wwaupw wafue) by Lafupy w2 o) we
JRE)BO-Jue ewue bpn L) RPN Q)8
2 R ews w2 Julws Juladus 195 495 L dusan
.g\wm»’).ﬁ w3606) Loy
-.--gl;Qy EERVY QYIS ereereees QWP gy oS¢
AP PR .¢O>qo»)) .wé» .LJ)))JJJL; ey oty 13 iy
wwalug .J{,>§U3».G,{_;u3u¢/,lw% .ngupg w3 ua .J@{U,ué
-.-.gg))wqoxwéa BEOLS .LJJ))@EE CGIHY o) gy .wygg’)é»@_b
(5 times) * %JJ))“’@ L -wé”)‘b
(3 Times) «7le-/;? {11050

.1;))&&34; .4(3)’)@40)(/3»’)_»5 .l;suﬁjug .)@*.w’)u)).u))é)
'L&z&”jﬁ\—L)))U’”
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Parsing & Translation of the SROSH BAJ
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Word Meaning Part of Topic & | Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
) da Ly With Noun Declension | Instr. | ) R
é losk propitiatio -VI1.2.2 Sing. é+\/ ;@(/y
dy n
. ”’), » | Of Ahura | Proper Declension | Gen. »’) Ye A|—opw
yors iy Noun ~VII21 | Sing. # 4o
Of Mazda | Proper Declension | Gen.
. 2 Jwa 4+
w © Noun - VI1.2.3 Sing. 25 J ©
With propitiation of Ahura Mazda
Asha Proper Declension — | Nom. )
. Y Pyl -/
cH Noun VII.2.2 Sing. v
. Ulé Good Adjective | Adjective- Acc.
7 V.- Sing.
Declension —
VI1.2.10
Vahishta | Adjective | Declension — | Nom. Sup. Degree
. J Y
Seraival as VIN1.2.2 Sing. of Dyvb
Proper
Noun
Is Verb Present 3rd Pers.
. 0B -y
¢ Tense- XI1.2.1 | Sing. \/ v
Asha Vahishta is good
Bliss Noun Declension - | Nom.
oSl ) Yy - )
©o VIL2.1 Sing.! -
V00 354 is Verb Present 3rd Pers. | \/_suwn
A Tense- XI1.2.1 | Sing. \/ v
It is Bliss
Bliss Noun Declension | Nom.
ol ) L —H0)
©o Vil21 | sing, | USHE
Unto him Dem. Pronouns — | Dat.
«J 4N pY] . py]
cv Pronoun® | VIII Sing. From +G)©
W0 LIy Who Relat. Pronoun —| Nom. | Another form of
ﬁ\ Pron. Vil Sing. '23\”)‘0
Asha Proper Declension | Dat. )
o4 v Py -/
& Noun | -VIl22 |sing | %Y
Wyl Vahishta Adjective | Adjective- | Dat. | Sup. Degree. of
as (VA Sing. | ey bls
Proper Declension
Noun - VIN1.2.2
. » righteous | Proper Declension | Nom. | |, Ny
pie2 Noun | -wit22  |sing | “T*Y
Bliss unto him who (is) righteous for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

! This is an irregular form.
2 In this case Demonstrative Pronoun is used as third Personal Pronoun.
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Word Meaning Part of Topic & | Gram Etymology
speech Ch. mar
Just as Particles | Adverb - -
o dl e J)
(/J Fo XIV.1
The lord Noun Declension | Nom.
. Y ) —Qpd
v _VII25 | Sing. # -
.1,“’)“,4; At will Adjective | Declension | Gen. »J,Jr\/_’)”é
- VIIL.2.1 Sing.
.wé» So Noun Adverb -
XIV.1
VR The Noun Declension | Nom. |, o)
e spiritual - VIIL.2.5 Sing. v+ \/ 8‘\£
leader
From Asha | Sandhi — | Sandhi  — | Ablat. )
o) BV Y %) Iy -/
8\)’8‘\ & and Noun — 1.2 Sing. E‘\)J-I' w
other (such | Particles | Declension
Principles) - VII.2.2
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
gy From Particles | Conjunction | -
s- XIV.3

Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader from (the power emanating)

from Asha and other such principles.

Of Vohu | Adj. used as | Declension - | Gen. |-
. ) v
oY b Proper Noun | VI1.2.10 Sing.
The lord | Sandhi Sandhi 1.2 Nom.
o« Y Py
-Qj—j Noun Declension - | Plu.? —y
VII.2.2 VST
-1’0’3”?”6 Of Proper Noun | Declension — | Gen.
Manah VI1.3.10 Sing.
a0 iwda Loy | OF Roots - Noun | Vowel - N _
GJH 1 (/J v actions Gradation H)+ \/
1.2 Y39
Declension —
Vil.2.2
Of life Noun Declension - | Gen.
ed(y) V)
"o (Q)’J VIl.2.10 Sing.
Unto Compound- | Compounds— | Dat.
PR RS N o AYY
© Mazda Proper Noun | X Sing. mLabha
Declension —
VIl.2.3

The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda.

! This is an irregular form
% This is an irregular form
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o) da And Particles, | Declension - | Acc. |-
pet (/J @‘(& Power Noun VII.2.1- Sing.
Conjunctions
XIV.3
-““%Qy” For Ahura | Proper Declension - D_at. .w))_+>_+\/_gy.u
Noun VIIL.2.1 Sing.
o To Particle Preposition — | - -
XIV.2
GO Who Pronoun | Pronoun VIII. | -
Lysoasy) Untothe | Noun Declension - | Dat. | ,_L J_qsy)
1> e’ deserving VII1.2.5 Plu. V-5
needy
w woy Gives Verb !I_mperfec)t( s g“’ Reduplicated
ense — X1.2. ers. W
Sing. form of V i)
°G£)>*“?°”*“é Help Agentive | Sandhi—11.2 | Acc. ,)-UQO—+
Noun Declension - | Sing.
VII.3.8 N—y3nls

And the helper to (him) who (is) a deserving needy person gives power for Ahura.

o) Wonw)d | Iprofess Verbs- Imperative | 1% b 0)d
Particles Mood - | Pers.
X1.2.3 Sing.
Prefixes —
XIV.4
Lysoywalw Mazdayasnan | Proper Declension | Dat. YL
1;1 J-‘cﬁ © Noun - VIL2.1 | Sing. tafat
Compound +oafng
- X.
vared ) u¢ | Follower of | Adjective | Adjective- | Nom. | Adj. from
o 3?“@(/3 U Zarathushtra V. - | Sing. Noun
Declension
- VINL.2.5
. Abstaining Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat. .
l’))&ﬁ’é from evil Particles V. - | Sing. u»&fﬁ-l_
Declension \N=sb
- VIL.2.2
Prefixes —
XIV.4
. _ Following Adjective- | Adjective- | Dat. .
1’{2&”5&\ Ahura’s Compound | V.1 - | Sing. ”@_&*’jﬁ\
1_:%0)» teachings Declension + .u%qyu
- VIL.2.2 -
Compound
- X.
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| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) follower of Zarathushtra, abstaining form evil

(and) following Ahura’s teachings.

For Havani | Proper Roots — I11.2 | Dat. 1
. D)) N V_44/=2)
)Oﬂ v Noun Nouns — | Sing. Pt
V.1
Declension -
VI1.2.5
1 For the | Adjectiv | Sandhi  — | Dat.
. DM V) 4 D
yo} >R righteous e 1.2 Sing. X v
Adjective- + \/_’)»
V.1
Declension
- VII.3.4
of Noun Sandhi  — | Gen. )
. N N PN . /4
yorLL righteousnes 1.2 Sing. Wt
S Declension -
VIII.2.2
. %) For the Lord | Noun | Declension |Dat. |,_. 1 w.)y
yousd “Vitzs | sing. | 7TV
And for | Noun Declension - | Dat.
CMNIWY B IVEVRENTE N ]
Prieap veneration VIl.2.1 Sing. ¥ U Fo
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
And for | Noun Declension - | Dat.
DI Y YN+
prrer b invocation VIl.2.1 Sing. yroe
Conjunction NS
s- XIV.3
AN And for | Noun Declension - [ Dat. | 440 ) do_
(/’ ;@_({y propitiation VIl.2.1 Sing. ¥ Jf’
IFVIVE) Conjunction +)
P s- XIV.3 e
Jw@”unu’)é And  for | Noun Sandhi  — | Dat. B Ie—
glorification 1.2 Sing.
..uy&u Declension +Qy;un_+u’)é
VII.2.8
Prefixes -
XIV.4
Conjunction
s- XIV.3
For Proper Roots — 111.2 | Dat. 2
. N))w s J P )3
)-0§0)3 Savanghi Noun Nouns — | Sing. w3 +
V.1
Declension
- VINL.2.5

! The root is changed to its Vriddhi form.
% The root is changed to its Vriddhi form.
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UVEFVRERCRYE

And
Visya

For

Adj. Adjectives — | Dat.
used as|IV.1 Sing.
Proper Declension

Noun -VIl.2.1

W4 w13ls

For veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification unto righteous Havani, Lord of
righteousness, and for veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification unto
righteous Savanghi and Visya, Lord(s) of righteousness.

sowrgs b Y Of Sraosha | Roots Vowel Grad. | Gen. |
JorL Noun —I11.2 Sing. &
Declension — +\/_)’)n
VII.2.1
Of blessed | Adjective Adjective- Gen.
. SETEPY JURE)
JOwyoyu V.1 Sing.
Declension — FoIM L
VII.2.2 &
Of strong Sandhi- Sandhi- 11.2 | Gen.
. N Py WE
you G({y v Adjective Adjective- Sing. ©
V.1; +y-9 ¥
Declension -
VII.2.2
o) de g ¢ |weo | OF the one | Adjective - | Sandhi- 1.2 | Gen. )
ye X6 having the | Compound | Adjective- Sing. é’% ©
body  of V.1 o
Manthra Declension -
VII.2.2
v L)a_swYoa | OF the one | Adjective- | Adjective- | Gen. | ) +
O=RID- RS having a | Compound | V.l - | Sing. —j,)
strong Declension - Ry
spear VIl.2.8 - &=
Compound —
X.
Of the one | Adjective Declension - | Gen.
. JJ)>J) SV JUREEE
)-OU)-O v belonging VIl.2.1 Sing.
to Ahura u’))Qyu

With propitiation, veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, strong
Sraosha, having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

°“’(/J”)‘0 Just as Particles | Adverb XIV.1 | - -
The lord Noun Declension - | Nom.
. » _ + V=¥
iAd VI1.2.5 Sing. i V-v
Las)swls At will Adjective | Declension - | Gen. | 5,4 ) w5
VIlL.2.1 Sing.
e b The Chief | Agentive | Noun-1V.1 Nom. [}, R
v —5 priest Noun Declension - | Sing. v+ \/—5

! This is an irregular form
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VI1.3.8
) D Forth Particle | Prefix -
(Separable) -
XIV.4
oo unto me Personal Pronouns VIII | Dat.
& Pronoun Sidng.
. He speaks | Verb Present Tense | 3" _
&@756 -Xl.2.1 Pers. \/ )))G
Sing
The chief priest speaks forth unto me “yadta ahii vairyo.”
o é u So Particle Adverbs XIV.1 | -
The spiritual | Noun Declension - | Nom.
o) Ieaderp VII.2.5 sing. | T \/'8‘\2))”
From Asha | Sandhi - | Sandhi—11.2 Ablat.
BPGTEY | Noun — Declension - | Sing. 8‘\)},-‘-“@-‘-\/_
other (such | Particles VIl.2.2 ’)»
Principles) Conjunctions -
XIV.3
gy From Particles Conjunctions - | -
XIV.3
) D Forth Particle | Prefix- XIV.4 | -
) s 0 Righteous | Adjective | Adjective V.1 | Nom. |00+
Sing.
\/_’)u
. Wise Participle | Perfect Nom.
?“U{(,'\-déﬁ Participle XI11.3 | Sing.
Declension -
VI11.3.9
] {7@1 e He  shall | Verb Imperative 3" Ny
speak Mood XI1.2.3. | Pers.
Sing

The learned wise one (assisting priest) shall speak forth ata ratus asatr cit haca.”

Sraosha

Roots

- | Vowel

Grad.

AcC.

. lu’n LM+ -

pie Noun —I11.2 Sing. & v
Declension — )’)n
VII.2.1

Blessed Adjective Adjective-V.1 | Acc.

. Y FUSE NS Iy

o=l Declension - | Sing. e
VII.2.2

veco b))y Well grown | Particles- | Prefix- XIV.4 | Acc. |, N

© ECQ\ v Roots- Adjective-V.1 | Sing. v

Adjective | Declension — CD\)’>+_)Q):

VII.2.2
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vectoaw)dac)cls | Victorious | Adjective | Adjective-V.1 | Acc. |y, 00 dac)
64 N éi ié Declension — | Sing. } t’/+\ éi ié
VIl.3.4
DA %0 & w’)é Prospering Participle- | Present Acc. | . 0+
® 8\) é the world Compound | Participle - | Sing. é& Q;é)
G XI1.1 FUNN - STV
& Declension - 8\ L
Vil.2.4
Compounds —
X.
Righteous Adjective- | Adjective- Acc.
. D)) DML FUD ) N BT
& & Sandhi V.l Sing. } ®
Declension - +\/_’)»
VIl.3.4
of Noun Sandhi—11.2 | Gen. )
. DML SN S S V)
JorLR. righteousness | Sandhi Declension - | Sing. v
VIl.2.2
e reow) Lord Noun Declension - [ Acc. |y 4/ wc)n
e VI1.2.8 Sing i 8‘\2
We venerate | Verb Present 1st
. J -\
JoDERIu Ky Tense- X1.2.1 | Pers. \Lj ro
Plu.

We venerate blessed, well-grown, victorious Sraosha, prospering the world, righteous, Lord

of Righteousness.

Ahuna

Declension

— | Acc. Sing.

Proper
o Ny LY+
cPv Noun Vil.2.1 }
-
-Ge)))”@ Vairya | Proper Adjecti\{e-V.I- Acc. Sing.
Noun Declension -
VII.2.1
TP Body Noun Declension — | Acc. Sing. iy —J R0
VI1.2.8
Protects | Verb Present Tense- | 3rd Pers.
IO IA J -
vy X1.2.1 Sing. -y
Ahuna Vairya protects the body.
And Noun - | Declension - | Acc. Sing.
oy HY SUFUNESVR T B
Pee2 LK veneration | Particles | VI11.2.1 P+
Conjunctions - V=59 s
XIV.3 —5
And Noun - | Declension - | Acc. Sing.
o py) Py +.U _+
yetev b invocation | Particles | VII1.2.1 yroe
Conjunctions - NS
XIV.3
wyssabLy | And Noun - | Declension - | Acc. Sing. VIR
¥ &/\ strength Particles | VI1.2.8 yros
Conjunctions -
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XIV.3 H_&»
o)W And Noun- | Sandhi— 1.1 Indeclinable. | ,,y,_4 ) 5_
re —j vigour Sandhi | Declension - yoe
Particles | VI1.2.8 +\/:§

Prefixes - X1V .4
Conjunctions -

XIV.3
G w) DDw | Ipray Verb ;rle;e?t Tense- gng Pers. \/_)’)é( w)

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessed, strong Sraosha,
having the body made of Manthra, having a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

Translation of Srosh Baj.

With propitiation of Ahura Mazda.

Asha Vahishta (Best Righteousness) is good. It is Bliss. Bliss unto him who (is) righteous
for (the sake of) Asha Vahishta.

Just as the lord (rules) at will so (does) the spiritual leader on account of (the power
emanating from) Asha and relative principles. The gift of Vohu Manah (comes to him
who dedicates) actions of life unto Mazda. And (he) who helps a deserving needy person
gives power to Ahura.

| profess to be a Mazdayasna (who is a) follower of Zarathushtra, abstaining form evil
(and) following Ahura’s teachings. For veneration, invocation, propitiation and
glorification unto righteous Havani, Lord of righteousness, and for veneration, invocation,
propitiation and glorification unto righteous Savanghi and Visya, Lord(s) of
righteousness.

With propitiation, veneration, invocation, propitiation and glorification of blessed, strong
Sraosha, having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

The chief priest speaks forth unto me “yaa ahii vairyo.”

The learned wise one (assisting priest) shall speak forth ata ratus asatr cit haca.”

We venerate blessed, well-grown, victorious Sraosha, prospering the world, righteous,
Lord of Righteousness.

Ahuna Vairya protects the body.

| pray (for the) veneration, invocation, strength and vigour of blessed, strong Sraosha,
having the body of Manthra, a strong spear, belonging to Ahura.

QUESTION BANK

First Semester
Ch. I. THE AVESTAN ALPHABET
1. Give the Avesta alphabet with transcription in its phonetic divisions.
2. Write the following in Roman script:

s MY .g\)f .a\wd;_» .4(_,)@»)) .wéu .LJJ)))JJ/_.; .7@» "‘“C/)”H) ()
DWOTNG i) (Y 'GD{'P‘”J”L”% 'LU"”‘“G wlua .w)@y;u@
‘.’-g{)w@»wé 'ﬁ\fﬁfﬁ "]'?Jﬂ>®/fb oGIMY oW .JJJJ)))Q)’.U .wygg’)éudg_(/y
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g\@ﬁ -Gr‘f““’e) .&@Ju)mg walug .w; *G£9 (b)
.&U;»;&n .w@»@_{)ﬁﬁ .9»))@5))) e .5\1:3)0:

AU BRYINING .w)m»))é,w .g\wg@wu{é .gfaagu
‘.'.w)))gy» .wqoq)l»))é, GEHpL .-LQJJJ)}J)'L»% ofA9 1y

b) Write the following in Avestan script :

(@) k3 varaQram ja Swa poi sapha yoi hantt
citra moi dgm ahambis ratam ciZdi

at hoi vohii srao$o jantii manayha

mazda ahmai yahmai vast kahmaictt.

(b) asom vohii vahistom astt

usta astt usta ahmai

hyat asai vahistai asam.

3. Transliterate:

ayese yesti afravasi ahurahe mazda ama§angm spantangm mat vispabyo asa
onibyo fravai§ibyo ya mainyavangm yazatangm. ayese yesti afravasi gayahe
marano zaraBustrahe spitamahe kavois vistaspahe isat.vastrahe zaralustr
0is mat vispabyo afaonibyo fravaisibyo ya paoiryangm tkaesangm.

Ch.I1 SANDHI
1. Fill in the blanks :

=%’ + -:’S :);4. ISE AN

=ody)+ ) YT
—0I; Ny =3P+ EIN

VRN J))Juq —Wy g:ué;
=Y+ Y3 —upy ug

=+ 5355 =0+ YU
RYPIPe = uer g2y
»3“))’ = + jj J-(JJ’JJJ@_D — Jo) + \/-

2. Explain giving examples any six rules of Consonantal Sandhi.

Ch. 111. ROOTS & THEIR GRADATIONS

1. Give any eight roots along with their grades and meanings.

2. Explain giving examples how Vowel Gradation is formed in Avesta.

3. Give the meanings along with Guna and Vriddhi forms of the following roots:

a) V-}oee &) V-2
b) V=2) HV-2es



c) \/_>’>g g) \/_>))A>
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d) V=g ) V-

4,
Guna form of V=9 is Vrddhi form of V=) is
Vrddhi form of \-y ) is Vrddhi form of \/—8\2))26 is
Guna form of \/—>’>” is Vrddhi form of \/—62>@ is

Ch. IV. NOUNS

1. Explain giving examples how primary and secondary nouns are formed.

Ch. V ADJECTIVES

1. Explain giving two examples each, how the two sets of Comparative and

Superlative Degrees of Adjectives are formed in Avesta.
2. How are Degrees of Adjectives formed in Avesta ?

Ch.VI GENDERS

1. Give the meanings and feminine forms of the following words :

.»5wJJ3 .}u))»&u

.>(/55’>5&) .uw»g

_"5”)‘0 .ugéyuqo

Ch. VII DECLENSIONS
1. Decline, giving meanings:

"”%U’” “lord”; ** P& “All-knowing”; *# ¥ &} “house”
““"Y“O” “weapon”  or *¥ &V “horse”

°’))“’@, “mountain”; *¥{*&} “house”

2. Decline, giving meanings:

.1»))»&»; .>)>1:J5; .Uguzug; .a\»))»g»; ’ﬁ\%”))‘ﬂ; .’)uqol_uj

Ch. VIII. PRONOUNS
1. Give the declensions of first and Second Personal Pronouns.
2. Give the different pronouns in Avesta.

Ch. IX. NUMERALS
1. Give the first ten ordinal numbers in Avesta.

Ch. XI. VERBS
1. Explain how the following are formed :
Present Tense Perfect Tense Potential Mood

Imperative Mood
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2. Give 10 roots along with their classes of Conjugation and base.
3. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

.J@mgw;ﬁé OB G2 S0y .23@»33@&)7)‘0 .‘{)Jﬂ .5\;:»5))55
.>wlu’>g .w._uj '8\“‘,’30_‘5 puIIW o IGUYY .3\»)5

4. Explain giving examples how Non-Thematic Classes are formed.
5. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

.J@J»p))é SIQOBW .J}wmg))ge) o) 4 S00 iy .a\l»’)g BRI
..)Qyugw))»J cf I

6. Write a note on Conjugational Tenses and Moods.

7. Give the paradigms of \/—0;5 with meanings in Present Tense Parasmaipada.
8. Explain giving meaning, the grammatical formation of the following words:

.Jvugwto’)é STIPY 'J}*“”E))Ee) .&@)’g .L))Jj 03 4G puy
.3‘\»»05@ .4053»)»5

Ch. XII. PARTICIPLES
1. Explain giving examples how the following are formed:
Future Participle - Present Participle — Perfect Participle

Ch. XIIl. DERIVATIVE VERBS
1. Explain giving two examples each, how Derivative Verbs are formed.

Ch.XVI. TRANSLATION
1. Transliterate and Translate :

wFOBINGHSH My CEHBE G DY

e eIOIWE) G N .g.ﬁwép SEPys

-.-Jw%«n@éuw G NQ0IpY '&’JS“G .17’))0:» .g\lu’g
-.-1;;1»@_» .L;w»% SIS SETIN .ngu@m

oG wpwwls LT Lapegs

g\gjfj ARG cpuglng .l%qyu

SERRIRIVINYS Py PR er9 .J@J&%Jy) G Bn9
g s v g



KEY TO EXERCISES

Ch.1.4.2

'ﬁ\i’)ﬁ ﬁ\@_“ﬂ .1:7)@»
.»’)é,w WINNG QYN
Ch.1.4.3

kom taniim baoda
ahmai nomanh pairi
Ch.1.5.2.

5
y|S|g
Zlv|s§

Qi <

Ch.1.5.3 kam na mazda mavaite payam dadat.
hyat ma dragva didarasata aenaphe

anyam Ywahmat adrasca manaphasca

yaya Syao9nais asom Sraosta ahura

tgm moi dastvgm daénayai fravaoca.

Ch.5.4 +2@ &0 = Dp PRy ( ey vl °“’&/\~G£,)(/J£,)£é> ‘€9
2OdIp GAPY) 62 EAWY GRS Hhe )by

AUYINING .7@%»&\.2&11»»3» .(70:147 .JLU‘ .g\»

W ERPIMCUND DBl wgapy DwEys walug

Ch.1.6.1

Av. letter Transcript Phonetic division
oS w Bi-labial

oy h Aspiration

) d Dental

m y Semi-vowel / Liquid
kT n Nasal

X § Sibilant

g 14 Gutteral

e ] Nasal

) f Labial

93
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oy Z Sibilant
y ¢ Palatal
1.7.11.
'*“é”)‘{) SEp Y
,70;14; BP0
Ch.l.1.1
1. P 2. .Jqo(ly(ﬂ» 3. '”?"&”Eﬁ 4. .»).uwu%w;
5. .)—Q))Ug» 6. .Q_B 7. .Jwéw@ 8. .»@Jyl»))é
Ch.11.1.2
| a. Dirgha Sandhi | b. Guna Sandhi, Vriddhi Sandhi and Antargata Sandhi.
Ch.11.2.1
1. .zug({y»@ 2. .>¥®»qo 3, I BNG 4. dQBIY
5. .»@%u@ 6. .»qu(ﬁ»g 7. QDI 8. «NHLY
Ch.11.2.2
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4. .u@({yﬂ 5. ..uq«no).ue) 6. NGuLL
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4 _&u; —Jaw) 8 _)).ue) —))“’E)
Ch.V.1.

1. PII- 2. )9N—

Ch. V.2.

Superlative degree

Comparative degree

“holiest” .¥GEQOVLN VP “holier” _»)»@n»))»&» 1
“nearest” . #5295 0) “nearer” .35 299§0) 2
Ch.vI1.1
.w%))n ) u{; Ty ECHY WININ)IOB Y ) S§) lu

1. 2. MY} 3. ey 4, +IINNQ 5. YOy S
Ch.Vil.4.1
Word Case Number | Meaning

Dative Singular | “for the religion”
.JwJJut&ﬁJj
'E’.\*” 9w (/5 we Ablative Singular | “from the Gathas”
39))Qp Wy rowe Locative Singular | “in the worlds”
TRY) w’) ) Instrumental/Dative Dual “with/for/from the two

- S b /Ablative eyes”

Nominative/Accusative | Plural “to the /the evil givin
e 2038 ) giving
1)0, ?fj — ones”
4;)%}”?‘“0&”(/)”) Genitive Plural “of the warriors”
. GE)C’\K{)’ 0oy Accusative Singular | “to the friend”
'G’H”Qél”y‘() Genitive Plural of the actions

enitive ingular of the law

YOO Geniti Singular | “of the law”
,'L,’)QIJ,G Nominative Singular | “The Mithra”

Genitive Plural “of the Ameshas /
. §V] N
GJH &Lee immortal ones”
ORJIC R roy Genitive Plural “of the Spentas /

beneficent ones”

Ch.VI1.4.2. Give the Avesta words for

Avesta word

Of righteousness

SOV

With two hands

'*’-’i}’&”\"”_‘ﬁ




Of the religion

.gw.w»;&_;ﬁ

From the house

.ﬁ\w‘wg;

For the warriors

oLJJJwQOJ()&JJéLO

The two kingdoms

.»54,»&(&

For the two horses
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Ch.V11.3.10.2

Word Case Number | Meaning

'IMWE/\ Nominative | Singular | “going”

,)me,’b Dative Singular | “for the wicked”

‘E’\” Y0 G Ablative Singular | “from the eye”

) dy Instrumental | Singular | “with the fire”

°Gj%’)*”§’°” Genitive Plural “of the stars”

YOI 3& 2 Dative Singular | “for the injury”

YOG ({y gy Dative Singular | “for the friend”

CR) D CZJ_JV Genitive Plural “of the nights”

YOI W & 1)) 8y Dative Singular | “for the eternity”

Ch.VIII.1

Word Type of pronoun Gender Meaning

“py) [s Pronominal Adjective Masculine “all”

BIVERFIY Third Pers. Pronoun | Masculine “with them”
(Instrumental Plural)

W)y Reflexive Pronoun Feminine “herself”

o) 0y Pronominal Adjective Masculine “whole”

-ﬁ\uw& » Demonstrative Pronoun Neuter “this”

o33 iy Relative Pronoun Masculine “Who. which”

" 00 Third Pers. Pronoun (Nom | Neuter “it / to it”

(“3\ & Acc. Singular)

V)W Demonstrative Pronoun Feminine “that”

Y Third  Pers.  Pronoun | Feminine “to her”
(Accusatve Singular)
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g Interrogative Pronoun Feminine “Who, what?”

-J’l?G First Pers. Pronoun (Dative | - “for me / my”
& Genitive Singular)

Ch. IX.1

bityo “second” x§ tvo “‘sixth”

Orityo “third” haptao “‘seventh”

tiirya “fourth” astomo  “‘eighth”

puxda “fifth” naumo “‘ninth”

Ch. X1.3.4

')‘0@’”{212))”4’: “he will work.” Future Tense, Atmanepada, 3' person, Singular from
\/_—5054’ “to work.”

«f29)§ : “mavyest thou be.” Precative Mood, Parasmaipada, 2" Person, Singular from
\/—fj) “to become.”

MGy “we gave.” Root Aorist, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from V=%'9 <to give.”
"”G)))”)” - “we have / had heard.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 1% Person, Plural from
\/-’3” “to hear.”

--:‘Q)’“A . “I gave.”  Aorist, Atmanepada, 1% Person, Singular from \/—“’,) “to give.”
'f))”\""fj 53”))*“ L. “they two have / had worked.” Perfect Tense, Parasmaipada, 3"
Person, Dual from \/_—58)24” “to work.”

“OE)‘“" “G”&:{may they reach.” Precative Mood, Atmanepada, 3 Person, Plural from

=G ¥ 8/“{0 reach.”

Ch. XI111.5.1
Derivative Verb Modification of root Termination
Frequentative A. Reduplicating the root -
B. Reduplicating the root adding *—
C. Reduplicating the root adding » 33—
Desiderative Reduplicating the root adding » 40—
Denominative A. - -
B.  Gunating the noun’s adding *—
final vowel.
C_. Dropping the noun’s adding ¥ 39—
final vowel.




Causal

Changing the root to Guna
or Vriddhi form

Incohative

adding ¥ -
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